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he Meaning of (Gleaner 


Christmas will soon be here. Hosts of people 
work long and hard in preparation for it. Its 
observance among us is almost universal. One 
does not have to be either a professing or prac- 
ticing Christian to celebrate Christmas these 
days. 

The Christmas tree is its most common sym- 
bol. The streets, markets, and stores display 
them in all types and sizes for sale at prices 
which range from a dollar or so to many dol- 
lars in the weeks immediately preceding the 
great event. Each family chooses the tree 
which best suits its room and purse require- 
ments. Churches and Sunday Schools, too, 
arrange for trees appropriate for their use. 
Electric lights and multi-colored ornaments 
with yards and yards of shiny tinsel are pur- 
chased to deck each tree. 

The Christmas tree is now almost an indis- 
pensable part of our Christmas decorations, 
whether in home or church or school. Even 
the community Christmas tree has come into 
vogue among us. It adds color and beauty and 


cheer to the Christmas scene everywhere. 

It was our own Martin Luther who intro- 
duced the use of a tree with lights into the 
celebration of the Festival of the Nativity in 
his own home. By its use he strove to make 
Christmas vivid to his children. Many years 
later the first Christmas tree used in a church 
in America was set up in a Lutheran Church 
and Sunday School. 

The lights on the Christmas tree in a dark- 
ened room reminded Luther of the Christmas 
sky. The magic of photography also produced 
our cover picture to remind us of the essential 
meaning of Christmas. Superimposed upon a 
Christmas tree ornament is the manger scene 
of the Christ Child. 

If our mind’s eye can imagine in every 
bright ball on our Christmas tree this year the 
manger scene, and if the lights remind us of 
the Bethlehem sky at the first Christmas, the 
true meaning of Christmas will be kept cen- 
tral in our observance of it in 1948. May this 
be the best of Christmases for all! 
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Symbols of Christmas 


Almost two thousand years ago Jesus 
came into the world as it had been fore- 
told by the prophets. He came as the 
physical embodiment of the Son of Man 
and also as the divine revelation of God. 
He was both Son of Man and Son of 
God. 

When the tiny Babe was borm in a 
manger in Bethlehem, He came into the 
world amidst the lowliest and most 
humble of circumstances and surround- 
ings. He was born in a stable and cradled 
in a manger, because there was no room 
in the inn. He came not to the royal 
household nor to a palace of the wealthy, 
but He came as a member of an humble 
family which could feel the heartbeats 
of the world. 

Today, as we celebrate the birth of 
Christ, it is well for us to endeavor to 
catch the true Spirit of Christmas. There 
are many approaches, but the true re- 
ligious approach is inspired by none 
other than the Holy Spirit Himself. The 
Holy Spirit is the Author of all the spirit- 
ual joys and good works that bless man- 
kind with each return of the Christmas 
season. 

The Spirit of Joy 

The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit 
of Joy. There is a clear note of joy run- 
ning throughout the whole Christmas 
message. There are other notes, but the 
predominant note is one of profound 
spiritual joy. 
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This spirit of joy is contained in the 
good tidings brought to the shepherds by 
the herald angel. “And the angel said 
unto them, Be not afraid; for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which 
shall be to all people; for there is born 
to you this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.” 

Surely our Christmas joy should be 
“made full” as we think of the full reve- 
lation of the Gospel of God’s grace and 
truth that we possess. The faithful souls 
who received the Christ Child saw only 
the dawning light of “the dayspring from 
on high.” But we dwell in the bright 
noonday of the Sun of Righteousness, full 
risen with healing in His wings. Hence it 
should be out of hearts that are filled 
with “the joy of the Lord” that we sing 
the Christmas message: 


“Joy to the World! the Lord is come; 
Let earth receive her King.” 


The Spirit of Adoration 

The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit of 
Adoration. The shepherds, the saints, and 
the wise-men adored and worshiped the 
Christ Child indeed and in truth. The 
shepherds had the most wonderful ex- 
perience of all. They came and found 
Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in 
the manger. They were prepared in heart 
and spirit by the message of the angels 
to worship most humbly and devoutly at 
this strange altar. The saints, Simeon and 


The Spirit 


of 


Christmas 


By L. C. Bumgarner 


Anna, were in the Temple in Jerusalem, 
when Mary and Joseph came to present 
their six weeks old child to the Lord. The 
wise-men sometime later found Mary and 
the Christ Child in a house in Bethlehem, 
and there they fell down and worshiped 
Him and offered their princely gifts to 
Him. The mother’s adoration of her 
Saviour Child is reflected in her song and 
is still more beautifully suggested in the 
words, “But Mary kept all these sayings, 
pondering them in her heart.” 

We must worship Him not.only as a 
sweet and innocent Child, but as Im- 
manuel—God with us. We must worship 
Him in word and deed and life. Our 
worship is complete only when we sur- 
render ourselves to Him and devote the 
spiritual and material treasures of our 
lives to His Kingdom that shall have no 
end. 

The Spirit of Giving 

The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit of 
Giving. The one example in the Christ- 
mas story of the giving of material gifts 
is that of the wise-men who presented 
gold, frankincense and myrrh to the 
Christ Child. But in a larger and truer 
sense, Christmas is the festival of God’s 
giving. Christmas stands for God’s gifts 
of love to mankind. “Unto us a Son is 
given.” “For God so loved the world, 
that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth on Him should not 

(Continued on page 27) 
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The Bibles of 1948 


By Francis C. Stifler 


Most books are not good enough to be listed as the book 
of the month. This is an honor accorded to only a few 
books each year by the various literary groups that pro- 
mote best sellers. There is one book, however, that is too 
good to be so advertised. 

The Bible is a perpetual best seller. Sometimes a current 
popular book wins the title of the book of the year. The 
Bible goes even beyond that. 

There are three Bibles which are making news in 1948. 
The first is the German Bible. This book is in the news 
because there is such an alarming shortage of copies. 
Before the war the German Bible presses were turning out 
400,000 Bibles and 600,000 New Testaments every year, 
and they were all absorbed by the people. Then came eight 
years before and during the war when there was virtually 
no Scripture production in Germany. This created a short- 
age of eight million copies, and it is estimated that a short- 
age of another four million was produced by the destruc- 
tive processes of war. With no materials and few presses 
available, there was, for a long time after V-E Day, no pos- 
sibility of overcoming this shortage by the resumption of 
publishing in Germany. 

In 1946 the Christian people of America, through the 
American Bible Society, began a program of publishing 
German Bibles in this country which to date has produced 
something over two million copies. There has also been 
sent to Germany by the Society large quantities of paper 
and binding materials by which the Germans are now in 
the process of producing approximately another two mil- 
lion copies. 

In the meantime the shortage continues. In America, 
where the Bible tops the “Best seller” list year after year, 
it is difficult to picture a situation where your Bible could 
be kept only one day a week and then must be passed on 
to one of your neighbors. That is necessary in Mecklen- 
burg, Germany, where the American Bible Society has 
been endeavoring to fill the many requests for Bibles. 
“Nothing is so much wanted as Bibles and New Testa- 
ments,” reports a German pastor to the Bible Society. 

The second Bible of 1948 is the Japanese Bible. Before 
the war the Japanese people were quite indifferent to the 
Bible, being for the most part adherents of another re- 
ligion than the Christian. Ten thousand Bibles and twenty- 
five thousand New Testaments would be about all the 
Japanese people would demand in a year. Since V-J Day 
it has been very different. Before the war all Bible printing 
in Japanese was done in Tokyo; but like Germany, there 
has been, since the war, no paper or printing materials and 
very few presses available for the resumption of this pub- 
lishing program. Late in 1946 a United States Navy Chap- 
lain flew to this country with the plates for printing the 
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The Word of God for all the world! 

entire Japanese Bible which is half again as large as our 
English Bible. During 1947 the elaborate process of adapt- 
ing these plates to high speed rotary presses and turning 
out the Bible was carried through. Toward the end of the 
year, the largest edition of Japanese Bibles—150,000—ever 
printed came from the presses. It required eight box cars 
to carry these books to the coast for shipment to Japan, 
where they were received in the beginning of this year. 
So great is the demand that another large edition was put 
on the press early this spring. These Japanese Bibles were 
not the first postwar Scriptures by any means to be sent 
to Japan. During 1947 a million and a half Japanese New 
Testaments were sent from this country, printed from the 
plates made by photographing the pages of a Japanese 
New Testament taken from an American library. (P) A 
Tokyo newspaper recently reported the result of a survey 
which revealed that the Bible was among the ten best 
sellers in Japan. 

The third Bible of the year 1948 is the Russian Bible. 
Unlike Germany, which has been a Bible reading country 
for centuries, and unlike Japan, which for centuries was a 
non-Christian country, Russia is a land which, with a long 
Christian tradition, has in recent years been dominated by 
a government which opposes the Christian religion. Most 
of the people of Russia, however, have never ceased to be 
Christian believers. This is particularly true in the country 


districts. 


When, during the war, the government of Russia re- 
laxed its opposition to the Christian faith, the American 
Bible Society, believing that the time would not be long 
before: there would be need of a Russian Bible, began the 
long difficult process of producing a completely new Rus- 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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The Old Testament 
Looks to the New 


Among the many features which make the Bible so 
intensely interesting is the fact that while it contains sixty- 
six separate and distinct books, it in reality consists of only 
one Book, with a central theme throughout. Its writers 
were many (about 40 in number) and varied in many 
respects. Those of the Old Testament lived during a period 
of about a thousand years prior to 400 3.c., and those of 
the New did their writing throughout the latter half of the 
first century. But in the strictest sense, the Bible’s Author 
is One, even God. 

The sixty-six books, even though within themselves 
separate and distinct documents, sustain a vital relation- 
ship to one another. Even to a greater degree the two 
Testaments are in intimate and vital relationship to each 
other. Indeed they are interdependent. Deprived of either, 
we could never adequately understand or fully appreciate 
the other. Having both, we see immediately how each fits 
into the purpose of God and becomes an essential part of 
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The Psalms abound in allusions 
to Christ the Lord 
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By E. Bryan Keisler 


God’s revelation of himself to man. 

The relationship between the two Testaments has been 
variously expressed, but perhaps nowhere more adequately 
or satisfactorily than by St. Augustine when he said, “The 
New Testament is enfolded in the Old; the Old Testament 
is unfolded in the New.” Another rendering of the same 
Latin statement is, “The New Testament lies in the Old 
concealed; the Old Testament lies in the New revealed.” 
We may take our choice as to translation, but we dare 
never forget the truth therein expressed. 

The Old Testament, then, is the bud, while the New is 
the bud having opened up into a magnificent and fragrant 
flower. And, like buds and flowers, the two Testaments are 
inseparable counterparts. Apart from the bud we have no 
flower. Apart from the flower the bud is of comparatively 
little consequence. Similarly, without the Old Testament 
there could scarcely be a New and without the New the 
Old would be all but void of meaning. 

Despite the educational, religious, temperamental, and 
other personal differences of the writers of the Bible, and 
despite their representing a considerable span in human 
history, the Bible has a central, unifying and dominant 
thought from beginning to end. That thought centers 
around a fixed purpose, a fit plan, and a focal Person. 


A Fixed Purpose 

To conjecture as to what would have been the story of 
God’s dealing with man had sin not entered the world 
avails nothing. The fact is that sin did enter and that all 
of God’s Siueares: acts and attitudes are determined, in 
large measure, by that fact. 

The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews, according to 
the Revised Standard Version, speaks of the unchangeable 
character of God’s purpose. That purpose looms up quite 
early. In Genesis 3:15 God declares His intention or pur- 
pose to put “enmity” between the tempting serpent and 
the tempted (and yielded) woman and between the ser- 
pent’s seed and her seed. That “enmity” which God will 
provide, He declares, will bruise the head of, or render a 
death blow to, the serpent, while the “enmity” himself will 
suffer a bruising of the heel or a painful, though not a 
mortal wound. Thus in this pristine evangel God declares 


, as His purpose successfully to intervene in man’s behalf. 


That purpose is repeated over and over, in varying lan- 
guage and with constantly increasing clearness. It is indeed 
a fixed purpose—one from which He never deviated. It was 
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that purpose that prompted “the gospel within the gos- 
pel”: “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life.” It is in line with that 
same fixed purpose that Christ said, “For even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, and 
to give his life a ransom for many.” The Saviour’s trium- 
phant cry upon the cross—“It is finished”—is the consum- 
mation of that purpose. There it was that the most painful 
“bruising of the heel” of Christ was administered. But 
Easter declares that it was nothing more serious than a 
heel bruise, not a mortal wound. The Easter fact further 
proclaims that the wound inflicted upon the serpent was 
a genuine bruising of the head. 

The intervention, then, of God in man’s behalf, all the 
way from Genesis 8:15 to Calvary, is in pursuit of His 
fixed purpose. Though not without substance, that inter- 
vention before the coming of Christ was largely of a 
prophetic nature. In the Old Testament it was the bud. In 
the New it became the flower. 


A Fit Plan 

But no purpose in itself, no matter how fixed and lofty, 
is sufficient. A plan is also essential. That, too, God had. 
And at least its main features are easily discernible. The 
very heart of it is the substitutionary shedding of innocent 
blood. Though distinctly detected in early Old Testament 
history, it naturally comes to its fullest bloom in the New. 
So basic was this feature of God’s plan, both in the Old 
Testament and the New, that the writer of the Epistle to 
the Hebrews declares, “And without shedding of blood 
there is no remission.” The efficacy of Christ’s shed blood 
is declared by Paul and other New Testament writers to 
avail for all those who trust in its power. Paul declares 
Christ to have been the propitiation for our sins (Rom. 
5:9). Again he asserts that we are justified by Christ’s 
blood (Rom. 3:25). But perhaps even clearer is Paul's 
language when he says, “In whom (Christ) we have re- 
demption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace” (Eph. 1:7). The lan- 
guage of Peter and John is equally clear as they give ex- 
pression to the same central truth. It is affirmed over and 
over again in the New Testament that Christ’s death was 
the shedding of His blood for us, not only on our behalf 
but in our stead. No one can gainsay the substitutionary 
character of Christ’s sufferings and death. 

But the roots of all this reach far back into Old Testa- 
ment history. The bud is seen long before the flower. Even 
in the garden of Eden God slays innocent animals that He 
might use their skins to provide a covering for the human 
pair who had sinned. Later God appointed that a sinner 
should bring a lamb or other animal and, after the sinner 
had placed his hand upon its head symbolically to transfer 
his guilt to the animal, its blood was shed in the sinner’s 
stead. There is no wonder that Christ became best known 
and most deeply appreciated as the “Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sins of the world.” 

Too, this plan of God, that innocent blood should be 
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The New Testament is God’s new covenant with man written 

in the blood of Christ 

shed in substitution for the guilty, was a fit plan. That is 
to say that it was necessary, adequate and condign. Some- 
one has characterized the Old Testament as “adrip with 
blood.” Thus it definitely foreshadows Calvary. And Cal- 
vary is the fulfillment of all the types. The Old Testament 
looks to the New and there finds both the flower and the 
fruit as the outgrowth of the bud within itself. 

But all this avails little unless man, by God’s grace, mani- 
fests the right attitude. That man does when he genuinely 
repents. In repentance there are two distinct parts—contri- 
tion and faith. Some argue that a changed life is an addi- 
tional part of repentance. To say the least, an earnest 
attempt to amend is an inevitable mark of repentance. 
Over and over in the Old Testament God pleads for re- 
pentance and declares He has no delight in the death of 
a sinner. In the New Testament the rugged John the Bap- 
tist cries out, “Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.” Christ’s teaching and preaching were a constant 
and consistent heralding forth of that same plea. The 
Apostles did not change the message or the emphasis. Thus 
God’s plan includes both His own activity and man’s atti- 
tude. In the Old Testament that plan is silhouetted; in the 
New it stands out in bold relief. 


A Focal Person 

Throughout the Bible there is one Person on whom all 
eyes are focused, those in the Old Testament looking for- 
ward and those in the New looking backward. He is more 
than the chief character in the Bible’s great drama; He is 
the center of the universe, the Great Divide in human 
history. We do not marvel, therefore, that centuries before 
His coming God began to tell how and where He would 
appear and clearly to indicate essential features of His 

(Continued on Page 22) 
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What a friend a diary is! 


November 18 

Exaine: My 18th birthday—the climax of my life. Now, 
I'll know what it is to live deeply; to drink of the springs 
of life. My past has been as a dull pasture lane, and now 
suddenly, I have come upon this enchanting forest nook 
where life is luxuriant and free, and the pathway broadens 
and beckons me to follow. 
Bruce: Elaine’s birthday today—and the boxes of candy 
and flowers the fellows threw at her feet! And no wonder— 
she’s something! Football game after the party. We won, 
D1-7, 
Mike: Sis’s birthday. Boy, was that cake good that Mom 
baked! Jerry brings the best candy. I wish Sis’d go out 
with him more often. Good game, I had 8 hot-dogs and 5 
bottles of pop. 

Thanksgiving Day 
Earner: Randy and I attended the big University game 
this afternoon. His bronze mum looked gorgeous on my 
new fur coat. I had quite a time deciding whether or not 
I should let him kiss me; but I finally decided not to. H 
seemed to respect me more. . 
Bruce: Pastor Miller gave an inspiring message this morn- 
ing. We have so much for which to be thankful, and so 
many of us forget to give God the glory. 
Mike: Boy, did we eat today: turkey, stuffing, cranberries, 
pie, cake, ice cream. Boy, oh boy! In the afternoon the 
gang came up and we played football in the back yard— 
even got Bruce, Dad, and Uncle George out. 


December | 
Exare: Goodness, Christmas will be here before I know 
it. I’m to play for the Christmas program at Sunday school. 
I hope my new dress is ready by that time. 
Bruce: Linda asked me to help her direct the pageant at 
Sunday school this Christmas. Doing anything with her 
is thrilling. It’s wonderful that we’re both interested in 
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working for the same things. I hope she decides to go to 
Carthage, too, next year. 
Mike: Aw, for nut’s sake. I have to be in a Christmas 
play at Sunday school and sit by Jeanne. I'm getting too 
old for that kid stuff. What’ll the fellas think when they 
hear about it? 

December 7 
Exaine: Imagine, I had to sit by a colored girl and a hor- 
rible Japanese in assembly today. Something should cer- 
tainly be done about the situation! 
Bruce: Elaine has been raving all evening about sitting 
between a colored girl and a Japanese boy. I tried to dis- 
cuss it with her; but that bunch of snobs in her crowd 
has thrown her thinking clear off the beam. I believe I'll 
invite Shigeyo up some evening. Getting to know a swell 
fellow like him might change her opinion of the Japanese. 
Mike: Sis certainly has some silly ideas. Why, Bill is col- 
ored and he’s the best tackle on our team; and he’s got 
more manners than that spoiled Henry Montgomery, III, 
who lives down the street! 


December 24 

ELatnE: The contagious suspense of Christmas spills into 
the air. Excitement bubbles in the hearts of all and over- 
flows in a feeling of good will toward everyone. I love 
the hustle and bustle of shopping; the hurrying, scurrying 
people; the pushing, shoving crowds; the spicy whiffs of 
Christmas trees; the feel of the crisp cold air in my face; 
the ancient carols floating earthward—their message of 
Christmas intoned by bells and chimes, choirs, and organ. 
Christmas is a wonderful time of year. 

Bruce: The night before Christmas and it’s late. We spent 
the evening trimming the tree, singing carols, and listening 
to records of Dickens’ Christmas Story. Just before we 
retired, Father read the Scripture story to us and we sang 
“Silent Night.” The wonder, joy, and amazement of the 
coming of the Christ child filled us all. May it guide us 
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throughout the coming year. 

Mixe: Tomorrow’s Christmas. Hope Mom likes the plant 
I got for her. Elaine thinks it’s pretty. Dad helped me 
pick out a string of pearls for her. I made all my own 
money working at Smith’s Confectionery these two weeks 
past—makes you feel pretty good to be able to use your 
own dough to buy stuff. 


January 2 
Ease: Happy New Year, Dear Diary. A new year ablaze 
with mystery, hinting exciting events, hidden by stuffy 
red and black numbers on a calendar. I wonder what’s 
in store. 
Bruce: The New Year -dawns—and with it new oppor- 
tunities for forming friendships, for serving and helping, 
for learning and studying. May I prove trustworthy of all 
the advantages provided me. 
Mrxe: Whatta party that was on New Year's Eve. We 
played games and danced and sang. There must have 
been thirty of us altogether, and did we ever demolish 
that food! Oh brother! Sis seems to have changed her 
minds about Japs. She danced at least three times with 
Bruce’s friend, Shigeyo. He’s a good egg. 


January 29 
Exatve: Grades today. Chem, of course, is a letdown, 
only a C. It’s so boring. English and Music A’s put me 
on the honor roll. I guess I really deserved that C in 
French—I sort of neglected it for Jerry, I’m afraid. 
Bruce: Orchestra concert next week. I’ve got to get in 
some extra practice on that solo. Linda and I saw Yehudi 
Menuhin the other night. He is tops! 
Mike: Snow again. If it weren’t for shoveling it, I wouldn’t 
mind so much. Dad helped me, though, so it didn’t take 
too long. We all went bobsledding the other night. Boy, 
was that fun! 


February 8 

Exawe: The folks’ 21st wedding anniversary. They held 
open house today. It’s wonderful to have so many friends 
and so much happiness. 

Bruce: Mother and father are a handsome couple. They 
are a wonderful example to all who know them of thought- 
fulness, kindness, sympathy, and understanding. Some- 
day, maybe Linda and I—— 

Mie: I helped serve the guests today. I don’t really go 
for those dainty sandwiches and cookies myself—too small 
to suitme. But the ladies seemed to think they were super. 


February 14 

Examne: Jerry and I made up tonight. We had a fight 
last week because he thinks I shouldn’t even look at an- 
other fellow. I certainly don’t intend to go steady with 
anyone for a while. But Jerry is cute. I just couldn’t stay 
mad at him very long. I hate to admit it; but every time 
I see him, I get butterflies in my stomach. 

Bruce: Linda and I attended the “J. C.” Valentine Ball. 
She is beautiful and especially in that swirly stuff she was 
wearing tonight. She was selected to reign as “J. C.” 
sweetheart and I was her consort. Afterwards we went 
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to her home and talked until the wee hours. 

Mike: Hubba, Hubba, have I ever got a beautiful sister! 
Wow, she just about knocked Jerry’s eyes out when she 
swished into the room wearing that bright red dress. (I’m 
still wondering how she makes it stay up!) I got a valen- 
tine from Jeanne today. Imagine! So I felt sort of obliged 
to walk home with her this evening. 


February 23 

ELAINE: Poor Daddy! Called out of church again for old 
Mrs. Busby. Friday, it was the concert that was inter- 
rupted because of Mr. Kane. Being a doctor is pretty 
rugged. The concert was excellent, too. Jose Iturbi is a 
real stage personality and can really tickle the ivories. 
Bruce: More and more I realize what a wonderful man 
father is. Mr. Kane just wanted father to talk to him; to 
assure him that Jesus Christ is his Saviour; and to assuage 
his fears of death. Pastor Miller is going up tomorrow 
to baptize him. 

Mike: We all went to see Jose Iturbi Friday. That Joe 
is really on the ball when it comes to making with the 
music. It’s a wonder Mom doesn’t get disgusted with Dad 
always being called out of things, but she always sends 
him away with a smile that sparkles up the whole place. 


March 5 
Exaine: I am getting fat! Something's got to be done. 
Some of the girls say smoking helps them lose; but I know 
Mother and Daddy wouldn’t like that. Mother says the 
best way is walking and since Dot and Eddie’s jaloppy is 
on strike, I guess I'll start walking to “J. C.” to see if that 
will do the trick. 
Bruce: I sent in my application to Carthage today for 
next fall. It will certainly be strange to be away from 
home. I’m glad I'll get home week-ends. I’m going to 
miss talking things over with Mother and Father. 
Mike: Scouts are having a kite-flying contest tomorrow. 
Bruce helped me test my kite this afternoon. It’s a honey. 
I had to walk home from Luther League with Jeanne 
tonight so we could plan the meeting. 


April | 
Evawe: Some of the most eae tricks were pulled on me 
today. I almost cried when I bit on that one of Don’s. I 
was so embarrassed when I found out that Mr. Temple 
hadn’t really wanted a copy of my poem as Don had said. 
I blushed furiously and rushed out of the room only to 
collide with Bill, who comforted me with a soda at the 
Hitching Post. My face is still red when I think of it. 
Bruce: Whatta day! Dick and Jack really had me in the 
soup for about an hour—told me I had the Assembly Pro- 
gram at 3:00. I just about split when I finally got the 
schedule ’cause here those screws were the ones respon- 
sible themselves and they hadn’t known it. 
Mike: Tacks on chairs, exploding matches, mousetrap gum 
wrappers, pepper candy, squirting flowers, and eyerything 
else at school today. I hid Mona’s gloves and Fritz dared 
me to demand ransom for their return. I sort of like that 
lipstick she uses. 


Seven 


April 16 

Exar: Bruce has been preaching all evening of the evils 
of the slum section. It is too bad those children are forced 
to live in such places. I feel so sorry for them, not getting 
the proper food and sunshine, wearing rags, unloved, 
sickly. Something should be done for them. You'd think 
their parents could do something about it. The trouble is, 
even if the section were cleaned up, they probably wouldn't 
take care of it, they’re such a shiftless lot! It'd be the 
same way again inside a year. 

Bruce: Our Soc. Class took a field trip to the slums and 
Negro section today. Those conditions are horrible. How 
can our citizens allow them to remain! Mother suggested 
that I contact the department to see what our College Club 
and Young People’s can do to alleviate the situation. If 
those people only had a chance to live in a clean, decent 
area, I’m sure they would become good citizens. 

Mike: In Guidance class today we heard about Living- 
stone, Schweitzer, Carey, and Taylor. Those are the same 
fellows we learned about in our Sunday school class a few 
weeks ago. I’m going to look in the church library for some 
books about them. They really led exciting lives. 


April 25 

Exaie: Was my Easter vacation ever busy! Daddy asked 
me if I would take care of the children of one of his 
patients who had to go to the hospital and had no one to 
leave them with. I accepted before I learned the family 
lived in that substandard housing section; but I couldn't 
let Daddy down. It was terrible—three little children, aged 
4, 6, and 8, and the mother living in two small rooms. The 
father died of pneumonia three years ago, and the mother 
has been forced to do housework to support her family. 
Previously, the children had stayed at a Day Nursery while 
she worked, but this was a temporary government project 
and was being abandoned. Worry over having her chil- 
dren taken from her was largely responsible for her ill- 
ness. The children were sweet and quite mannerly, which 
surprised me. They were also very healthy. The mother 
had apparently denied herself that they might have proper 
food and clothing. 

First, I tried to clean the house; but the large cracks in 
the floor and the smoky stove made it almost useless. 
While I was cooking or cleaning, the children were always 
under foot. When I wanted to send them out to play, I 
had a choice between the busy highway in front or the 
muddy pigpen of a back yard. How Mrs. Burns ever kept 
the children clean, I don’t know—and the sanitary facilities 
are nil. : 

Those five days were really rugged. I can understand 
better now the situation of those people. Most of them 
are trying hard to be decent, but it’s a losing fight. 

Bruce: Success! We've finally found a home in the coun- 
try for Mrs. Burns and her children. She’s to keep house 
for a farmer and his invalid wife as soon as she’s well 
enough. Meanwhile, the children are temporarily in the 
orphanage, and we plan to take them at least once a week 
to see their mother in the hospital. Now that her worries 
are settled, she should recover more quickly. 

Mire: Easter vacation. What a relief from the old grind of 


Eight 


home work every night. With Elaine gone, though, I was 
roped in on her jobs, like drying dishes and setting the 
table and stuff. I’m glad she’s back again. 


May 7 

Exaine: Our sorority is throwing a tea for our mothers, 
and as president, I’m pouring. I really should have a new 
hat for the occasion. Linda is going to sing as part of 
the entertainment. Since her mother is dead, she’s bringing 
Mrs. Burns. I'll bet not one of those girls can tell she’s 
from a slum section. She’s so sweet and gentle. 

Bruce: Bob and I are planning a canoe trip down the 
river in the fall, two weeks before college opens. He’s 
going to Cedar Falls and wants to develop his biceps for 
football. Five of us are going to follow the harvest this 
summer as farm hands. We ought to get a good brown 
and plenty of muscles. This afternoon Bob and Peggy, 
Linda and I took the Burns’ children to the zoo. 

Mike: League had a big spring banquet with guest speak- 
ers, decorations and everything. Guess what clumsy dope 
had to spill coffee in Miss Rice’s lap. Sure and who else 
but me! She was certainly nice about it. I was mortified, 
but she made me feel better right away. Mom tells me 
that someday soon my hands and feet will co-operate 
better. Sometimes I wonder. 


May I5 

Exarne: Daddy’s birthday. We kids gave him a set of 
traveling bags to match the ones we gave Mother on 
Mother’s Day. I hope they get to use them for that vaca- 
tion at the Lakes that they’ve planned for five years now. 
Bruce: Mother surprised Father with a big family dinner, 
inviting all his brothers and sisters and their families. 
Twenty-five of us altogether. I chaperoned the kids’ table 
in the kitchen. 

Mixe: Was there ever a gang today! We had chocolate 
cake and ice cream for dinner and apple pie a la mode 
for supper. We kids played ping-pong, shuffleboard, and 
other games in the recreation room downstairs. Aunt Sue 
invited Elaine and me to visit her and Uncle Fred in 
Chicago next summer when Mom and Dad go on their 
vacation. I took them up on the offer pronto. 


May 25 

Exaine: Once in a while I get so disgusted with Bruce. 
I’m certainly old enough to take care of myself. I’m of- 
fered a perfectly good opportunity to earn some money 
and get some experience by playing at the Chicken Shack. 
I no more than get the words out of my mouth than Bruce 
jumps on me with both feet, horrified to think I would 
even give it a second thought. It isn’t such a tawdry place 
as all that, and all I would be doing would be playing the 
piano a few hours each evening. How does he know so 
much about it anyway? 

Bruce: My poor benighted sister—to think of selling her 
name for the tinsel of such cheap fame. That joint is no 
place for her. They want to use her as a lure for the 
college crowd, and to offset the rumors which are reaching 
the ears of some officials who are thinking of closing the 

(Continued on Page 81) 
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Our cross-word puzzle this month pre- 
sents to us another Old Testament char- 
acter—Saul. All the biblical references are 
to the First Book of Samuel. When you 
have done your best, check with the 
solution on page 29. 


ACROSS 
One of the prophets 
“sore war against the Philistines all 
the... of Saul” 14:52 
“stubbornness is . . . iniquity and 
idolatry” 15:23 
‘anoint him . . . be captain over my 
people Israel” ‘9: 16 
“Wherefore then didst thou not .. . 
the voice of the Lord” 15:19 
“that there . . . none like him among 
all the people” 10:24 
Reward of merit 
Junior Grade (Navy abbr. ) 
Mother 
19 The betel pepper 
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Instruments for pressing 

Genus of herbs 

Masculine name 

Before 

The linden 

“the Spirit of the Lord . . 
16:14 

“given it to a neighbour of thine, that 

. than thou” 15:28 

“he was higher . . . any of the people” 
9:2 

Yield 

Net 

Same as 10 across 

Negative word 

“There shall not a man be put to... 
this day” 11:18 

Unit of electrical resistance 

Compass point 


. from Saul” 


“Saul became David's . . . continually” 
18:29 

“and ... thee what thou shalt do” 
10:8 
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“And all the people went to Gilgal; and there they made Saul king before 
the Lord in Gilgal; and there they sacrificed sacrifices of peace offerings 
before the Lord; and there Saul and all the men of Israel rejoiced greatly.”— 


I Samuel 11:15. 
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By Lucile Pettigrew Johnson 


Bone 

Electrical Engineer (abbr. ) 

“and there they sacrificed . 
peace offerings” 11:15 

“Saul drew . . . to Samuel in the gate” 
9:18 

Doctor of Tropical Medicine (abbr. ) 
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“And Saul . . . the javelin” 18:11 
DOWN 
“Saul took a sword, and fell upon 
ao Bhlew! 

ecratel . with Saul upon the top 
of the house” 9:25 

Utensil for carrying coal 

“and ... Israel out of the hands of 


them that spoiled them” 14:48 

Affirmative vote (var. ) 

“all those . . .s came to pass that day” 
10:9 

“Saul and the people . . . Agag, and 
the best of the sheep” 15:9 

Bachelor of Arts (abbr. ) 

“Samuel took a... of oil” 10:1 

End of the month (abbr. ) 

Son of Saul 

“my family the least of all the fami- 
lies of the .. . of Benjamin” 9:21 

Tap 

Horse hair 

The same 

“The Lord hath . . . the kingdom of 
Israel from thee” 15:28 


Royal Highness (abbr. ) 

“Saul hath slain his thousands, and 
David his . . . thousands” 21:11 

See 36 down 

and 34 down “.. . ye him whom the 
Lord hath... ” 10:24 


“the Spirit . . . God came upon him, 
and he prophesied” 10:10 


“And ... whom is all the desire of 
Tsrael” 9:20 
Tellurium (abbr. ) 


Hectometer (abbr. ) 
His Highness (abbr. ) 


Flat-topped hill 

“that I may shew thee the . . . of 
God” 9:27 

“Saul’s uncle said unto him and to 


” 


his servant, Whither went... 
10:14 


“the Philistines make . . . against me” 
28:15 
“made them . . . in the chiefest place” 
9:22 


“for ye shall . . . with me today” 9:19 
Field Marshal (abbr. ) 

Cape Colony (abbr. ) 

Each (abbr. ) 
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Luther Leaguers Speak 
At Youth Night! 


The belief that there is nothing new under the sun was 
dealt a serious blow at the recent Philadelphia convention 
of the United Lutheran Church in America. For the second 
time in its thirty years of history was the opportunity 
given for some emphasis on youth work in the Church. 
(The first time was at the Omaha Convention in 1940 
when the promotion emphasis for the following year was 
to be upon youth work.) However, this convention wit- 
nessed the first attempt of the Luther League of America 
to present its work in a program conducted by represen- 
tative youth themselves. 

Sunday night, October 10th, the large seventh floor of 
Town Hall, Philadelphia, was the scene of an impressive 
youth rally. The seating capacity of 1,500 was quickly 
exceeded and elevator operators ceased to bring any more 
persons to the floor when 2,200 had been brought to the 
place of the festivities. It was reliably reported that hun- 
dreds of church notables and youth from the Philadelphia 
metropolitan area did not gain admission to the hall. 

The program which featured brief addresses by four 
Luther Leaguers, singing by the Philadelphia Seminary 
Choir, and a dramatic skit written especially for the occa- 
sion was presided over by Mr. Howard L. Logan, presi- 
dent of the organization. A highly appreciated but un- 
scheduled feature of the program was the personal ap- 
pearance of Dr. Franklin Clark Fry, President of the 
Church, and his forthright message to Leaguers. Drawing 
lessons from the strange Old Testament incident of the 
prophet who had been given a man as his captive and 
allowed him to get away when he had been given solemn 
warning not to let him go (I Kings 20:35-42), Dr. Fry 
said, “My conception of the whole business is that that is 
very much like you. There isn’t one person in this room 
no matter how young or no matter how obscure who has 
not had one person given to him, to him alone, over whom 
he is to have responsibility. If something happens to that 
one person, the great King will hold you responsible. The 
person who is in your charge is yourself. That person is 
your captive, made so by the grace of God in Christ. If 
you let the captive go, if you shirk your responsibility, you 
will have no excuse at all in the sight of God.” 

The President concluded his message with these words, 
“It is thrilling to us who are older to feel the surging young 
life in The United Lutheran Church in America. We are 
alive! We are on our way! God grant that our eyes may 
be open and clear as we look toward the goal of the King- 
dom of God!” 

Each of three Luther Leaguers represented age-groups 


Ten 


in the membership of the organization. They had been 
chosen in a competitive contest held in the Philadelphia 
area during the early summer. Miss Doris Feiler, a member 
of the Luther League of Trinity Church, Germantown, 
represented the Intermediates as she spoke on the subject, 
“Why I Want To Be a Luther Leaguer.” Miss Joanne 
Frease of St. Peter's Church, West Oak Lane, spoke on 
the subject, “What Luther League Means to Me,” and 
represented those of the senior group. “How the Luther 
League Has Helped Me Become a Better Churchman” 
was the subject presented by Miss Hildegard Preisendanz, 
a member of Friedens Church, Philadelphia, as she repre- 
sented the young people’s age-group. 

A message which summarized and emphasized the 
points made by the previous speakers and delivered them 
as a challenge to the listening audience was given by Mr. 
John P. Reumann, middler at the Philadelphia Seminary 
and active Luther Leaguer from Trinity Church, Lans- 
dale, Pa. His subject was, “The Luther League and You.” 

Mr. Reumann said, “The Luther League takes the king- 
dom of God out of the theological vacuum into which we 
often put it. It has an engaging, creative program which 
encourages stewardship, develops leaders, fosters devo- 
tional and social life, and brings young people into a closer 
relation with their Lord, Jesus Christ.” He outlined the 
Luther League’s needs as follows: Expansion of the pro- 
gram with the aid of the whole Church; co-operation with 
youthful fellow-Lutherans of other bodies; an expanding 
young adult program; and greater personal consecration 
of all members. 

All of these young people had been coached in the de- 
livery of their speeches by Dr. Thomas B. Cline, Promo- 
tion Secretary of the Board of Pensions and Relief, who 
was until recently Professor of English and Public Speak- 
ing at Gettysburg College. 

Another feature of the program was the presentation of 
a check for $10,000 by Treasurer Howard Turkheimer, 
Jr., as a substantial second payment on the Luther League’s 
current missionary project, known as the China-Skeldon 
project. The check was formally received by Dr. Luther A. 
Gotwald, Executive Secretary of the Board of Foreign Mis- 
sions of the U.L.C.A. Dr. Gotwald then introduced to the 
assembly a representative from each of the foreign mission 
fields to which the Luther League of America had con- 
tributed funds: since the practice of adopting missionary 
projects was adopted some years ago. The following per- 
sons were introduced and spoke briefly: Mr. Daniel Chu, 
China; Mr. Raghoonandan Nery, British Guiana; Miss 
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Tokiko Kawagiri, Japan; Mr. Roland Payne, Liberia; Mr. 
T. S. Paulus, India; Rev. Edward Graefe, Argentina. 

The pageant, titled, “The Living Emblem,” was written 
by Miss Clara Schleicher and Mrs. Anna Schlegel Conrad. 
It portrayed in seven successive scenes, called pictures, the 
work of a Luther League in a congregation. To the side 
of the stage sat Jack O. Fulmer of St. John’s, Phoenixville, 
and Barbara Wentz of Holy Trinity, Willow Grove, repre- 
senting a local president and secretary respectively. As the 
action progressed, on the right side of the stage a large 
Luther League emblem was impressively built up. Miss 
Alfarata Stamets, Harrisburg, played the part of the mis- 
sionary secretary. Groups of Leaguers from each of the 
following churches presented the seven pictures in the 
order named: Trinity, Yeadon, Pa.; Immanuel, Norwood, 
Pa.; Immanuel, West Philadelphia, Pa.; Temple, West 
Philadelphia, Pa.; Zion, Olney, Pa.; Ascension, Haddon 
Heights, N. J.; Tabor, Philadelphia, Pa. The entire drama- 
tization was coached by Dr. J. Harold Mumper, Editor of 
the Parish and Church School Board. 


In addition to leading in the singing at the Singspiration, 
which immediately preceded the program, and in the 
hymns of the service, the Philadelphia Seminary Choir, 
Rev. Elmer E. Zieber, Director, sang four inspiring 
numbers. 

The special service used was one prepared by Rev. 
Reginald W. Deitz, S.T.M., editor of the Christian Youth 
Hymnal recently published by the Muhlenberg Press. An 
impressive “Litany for Youth,” the Benediction by the 
Rev. Joseph W. Frease, Executive Secretary of the organ- 
ization, and the mass singing of “A Mighty Fortress Is Our 
God” brought the inspiring evening to a close. 

Much credit for the success of the event goes to the 
members of the Local Committee whose good work and 
careful planning made it possible. It included the follow- 
ing: Mr. William H. Keyser, Chairman; Miss Marie Baral, 
Secretary; Mr. Howard Turkheimer, Jr.; Mr. Eugene 
Geiger; Mrs. Janet Brill Weaver; Mrs. Betty S. West; Mr. 
William Rice; Rev. William J. Ducker and Rev. Joseph W. 
Frease. 


The opening stage setting on Youth Night at the United Lutheran 
Church convention, October 10. From L. to R.: Rev. Edward Graefe, 
Argentina; Mr. Daniel Chu, China; Prof. T. S. Paulus, India; Mr. 
Raghoonandan Nery, British Guiana; Mr. Howard L. Logan, presi- 
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dent of the LLA; Mr. Howard Turkheimer, Jr., treasurer, LLA; Miss 
Hildegard Preisendanz, Miss Doris Feiler, Miss Joanne Frease, and 
Mr. John P. Reumann, speakers. Standing down front, Philadelphia 
Seminary Choir. 


Eleven 


Christmas Party 


Invitations 

A different invitation can be made by 
folding in half a tree made of green con- 
struction paper. Write inside with ink 
your party invitation and fasten with a 
Christmas seal. Paste the back to a penny 
postal card so that by slitting the seal, 
the tree may be opened and the news 
read. 


Decorations 

A Christmas tree gaily decorated will 
give your room a festive air. Much can 
be done with greens, red ribbon, and 
candles in decorating the rest of the room. 

A circle of greens filled with Christmas 
balls or fruit and placed on a white table- 
cloth will make an attractive centerpiece. 
Use candles at both ends of the table. If 
tray favors are desired, they may be 
easily made by overturning a nut cup, 
inserting a small candle, and circling the 
base with a sprig of artificial greens. 


Program 

Christmas Songs. Prepare duplicate 

cards by writing on each two the name 
of a familiar Christmas song. After cards 
are given out, the guests move about 
singing or humming the specified song 
until the one singing the same song is 
found. 
‘A Christmas Unscramble. Now that 
each guest has a partner, pass out a list 
of twenty-five scrambled words pertain- 
ing to Christmas for each couple to un- 
scramble. 

Christmas Treasure. Have the group 
divide into teams and send them on a 
short hunt for treasure, a bag of Christ- 
mas candy. Prepare the directions so that 
each team has a different route, but all 
leading to the same spot. 

Christmas Bells. Keeping the teams 
intact, hold a contest to see who can drop 
the most bells through Santa’s mouth. 
Make Santa’s face on cardboard, leaving 
an opening for his mouth. Place this 
over a bowl on the floor. Standing 
straight, each player may try to drop six 
small jingle bells through Santa’s mouth. 
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Twelve 


By Helen Jean Peterson 


The winning team may receive chocolate 
Santas, with a special one for the person 
having the highest score. 


Christmas Tree. Gather the group in a 
circle and trim the tree. One guest names 
a trimming beginning with “A,” such as 
amber lights. The next person repeats 
the first trimming and adds one of his 
own beginning with “B,” such as, balls. 
The third repeats the first two in order 
and adds his trimming, beginning with 
“C,” and so on through the alphabet. 
Anyone making a mistake drops out. 


Christmas Relay. Dividing into the 
same teams as before, give each leader 
a grapefruit. The leader places the grape- 
fruit under his chin and passes it to the 
next in line, who receives it under his 
chin. Hands may not be used. The fruit 
is passed to the end of the line and back 
again. It can be done! The winning team 
may eat the grapefruits. 


Concentration. Once more seat the 
group in a circle, leaving an opening in 
the circle. After the chairs have been 
numbered consecutively, the person in 
the chair having the largest number be- 
gins the game by calling a number 
smaller than his. The person having that 
number responds with another immedi- 
ately. If a person calls his own number 
or fails to answer with another immedi- 
ately, he moves to the last chair and the 
others move one chair ahead so as to 
fill his chair. This means that those who 
moved now have a new number. Every- 
one tries to unseat number one. When it 
becomes difficult to unseat him, declare 
him the winner and let him lead the 
circle to the refreshments. 


Refreshments 

Serve in buffet style a Christmas salad 
made by peeling medium-size apples and 
boiling them whole in sugar water col- 
ored with red food coloring. Mold in 
green gelatine and serve with deliciously- 
filled sandwiches and cocoa or coffee. 
Add a few drops of red or green food 
coloring to the glasses of water. 


Christmas Carols 
Gather the group around the Christ- 
mas tree while eating, and with the 
candles on the trays and other candles 
about the room, an appropriate setting 
can be created for ending the evening 
with the singing of Christmas carols. 


Additional Games 

Candle Relay. Divide the group into 
teams and give each leader a lighted 
candle. One at a time, the players carry 
the candle to a designated goal and back 
again, handing it to the next in line. 
Each player must complete the trip with 
a lighted candle no matter how many 
times he must relight it. 


Carol Quiz. Select lines from familiar 
carols and have guests write the name of 
the carol in which the line appears. 


Nut Quiz 

1. I think this nut holds a treasure. At 
least we open it with pleasure. (Chest- 
nut ) 

2. I would not be a nut, no never, that 
could not be right or happy ever. (Pine 
nut) 

8. This nut would warrant no exposure, 
since part of it is an enclosure. (Walnut) 

4. It is not blue, nor gray, nor green, 
but just a shade that’s in between. 
(Hazelnut) 

5. To judge by this nut here, you'd 
think the cowslips must grow near. (But- 
ternut ) 

6. This nut should come along in 
spring, with lambs and greens and every- 
thing. (Peanut) 

7. This nut is from a summer clime. It 
would be there in nutting time. (Brazil) 

8. A tasty nut from the alphabet, with 
a cylinder of tin is set. (Pecan) 

9. Two names for boys the next con- 
tains. Eat the first, one still remains. 
( Filbert) 

10. The last is watched by ocean waves, 
rocks and sands and misty caves. (Beech- 
nut) : 

The winner may receive a bag of nuts. 
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@ President Howard L. Logan writes, “while the Philadel- 
phia Convention rejected the proposed plan of integration 
of youth work in the U.L.C.A. it seemed quite clear that 
the Luther League should give serious consideration to 
changes in its organization and program. The Executive 
Committee of the Luther League of America plans to sug- 
gest to the Roanoke Convention certain changes which, 
in the judgment of the committee, will be for the best 
interests of the youth of the Church. We are conscious of 
our weaknesses. We feel we have made progress in the 
past year. We are determined to make further improve- 
ments in the future.” 


@ One of the delegates to the Philadelphia Convention said 
“The Luther League is organizational minded, rather than 
Christ-centered.” This is indeed a serious charge. It is one 
which presents a real challenge to every leader of the 
Luther League in every quarter. It will help us all to give 
consideration to the fact that our organization does not 
exist for itself—-the Luther League is not an end in itself. 
The Luther League and its organizational set-up is a means 
to an end. It lives and serves to help young people to learn 
to know God, to establish a personal loyalty to Him and 
His Church, and to be a channel through which they serve 
Him. 

To fulfill this purpose the Luther League functions at 
its various levels—in the local, in the district or conference, 
in the State or Synod and as a national organization. Every 
meeting—no matter at which level—should be planned and 
conducted with this purpose in mind. Keep Christ in the 
center of our work. He will not only give inspiration to us 
as leaders of youth but in Him we will find strength to do 
and accomplish all we find to do as youth of the Church. 


@ We Follow Christ is the theme of the Roanoke Conven- 
tion August 15-19, 1949. This theme will be developed 
through a series of Bible Study periods, informal confer- 
ence sessions and carefully planned and inspirational ad- 
dresses. There will be many mountain-top experiences for 
all who come to Roanoke. Some of these will be in the 
beautiful out-of-door settings in the Shenandoah Valley. 

The local Committee is doing everything possible to 
make the meeting at Roanoke an outstanding event in the 
life of every Luther Leaguer in attendance. See the story 
and probable costs as reported elsewhere in this issue of 
the magazine. 


@ With this issue of Tue Review we bring to a close our 
working contract with the United Lutheran Publication 
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House. Because of increasing costs of printing in the Phila- 
delphia area, over which neither we nor the Publication 
House have any control, the Luther League of America 
finds it advantageous and necessary to have the printing 
done where costs are not so high. 

We share with our readers, who have been generous in 
their commendation, a sincere appreciation for the high 
quality of printing done by the Publication House through 
the past year. 

We believe we can continue this same attractiveness in 
our magazine, more nearly within our means, through the 
services of the Kurzenknabe Press at Harrisburg. 


@ The 1948 Apportionment Honor Roll 
Georgia-Alabama got on the van with the first ten dur- 
ing October. Here is the full list. Who will be number 12? 


1. North Carolina 6. Virginia 

2. Michigan 7. Florida 

8. Central Pennsylvania 8. South Carolina 
4. Mississippi 9. California 

5. Midwest 10. West Virginia 


11. Georgia-Alabama 
The following groups are paid up to the end of October 
or in excess of the amount due at that date: 
1. Indiana 2. Nebraska 3. New Jersey 


@ The China-Skeldon Project 

We are coming down the home stretch in our effort to 
complete this our major missionary objective. We are 
counting on every local Luther League Missionary Secre- 
tary and President to help reach our goal of $25,000. 

To date the following groups have exceeded the quota 
assigned for China-Skeldon: 


ee C@ounecticutiere or: crate eros: 119.0% 
OS MU TTTOIS Meds Rees Se OR bit 111.7% 
Sua CAT A sates Sees «ie «heed 102.5% 
eee Ebr aska mat eee wee eh cee 110.8% 
5. Central Pennsylvania ................ 111.7% 
GamavViestern: Canada. eee ee 220.4% 


1. California ‘2. Florida 8. Minnesota 


e@ A Special Service for Missionary Day—January 30 is 
being prepared now. Programs and clip-sheet materials to 
aid in the presentation should be ordered immediately for 
your observance of Missionary Day. The theme of this pro- 
gram is “The Unseen Teacher At Skeldon.” 


@ Has your Luther League begun its campaign for new 
members? Are you using the materials in the membership 
packet “50,000 by *51”?P 

Have every member sign the booklet. Secure member- 
ship cards for all your members at once from Headquarters 
if you haven't already done so. 

Bring youth to Christ through your Luther League. Let 
Christ use you as a door through which others enter the 
Kingdom of God today. 


As this goes to press, word comes that Ielene Ufkes will 
arrive by plane at San Francisco, November 21st. 
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Entrance to the main seminary building 


Members of The Luther League of 
America should be interested in these 
pictures of the seminary buildings in 
Tokyo, Japan. A generation ago they 
were the gift of the Luther League, a 
sum of $25,000 as a biennial missionary 
project. They can be seen as fine, sturdy 
buildings, a credit to the donors. 

My last station in Japan, while an 
army chaplain, was at the Eighth Army 
Stockade, less than two miles from this 
institution, in the Nakano section of 
Tokyo. Often I visited the place, and I 
was always proud of the fine buildings, 
much the best in the area, especially after 
the fires and bombing raids. These pic- 
tures give a good idea of their size. Less 
than a month after my arrival in Japan, 
Dec. 21, 1945, I went out to the Semi- 
nary for a meeting of Lutherans. A group 
of chaplains and native Japanese pastors 
met in the home of Prof. I. Miura, for- 
mer president of the Seminary, for coun- 
sel and a social hour. One of my first 
questions in Japan was concerning the 
Seminary and whether it was destroyed 
or intact. How grateful that we can be 
to God that it was spared for the years 
ahead, and will assist greatly in the train- 
ing of a native Christian ministry. 

To attend this meeting we drove in 
our jeeps from the downtown area some 
seven or eight miles to the Seminary. No 
houses were standing, destruction was 
everywhere. Nothing was intact for miles. 
The people lived in the ground or the 
simplest improvised shelters. Yet when 
we neared the school there stood the fine 
grey buildings unharmed in the midst of 
desolation. The fires from the bombing 
B-29 raids came up to the very walls in 
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Tokyo Lutheran Seminary Survives 
Fires of War 


front of the administration building. One 
could even see the brown sear of the 
flames on the walls, and the burnt vegeta- 
tion. 

Showing us around, Prof. Miura told 
us that the buildings were in use by the 
police at the time of the air raids, and 
that firemen stood ready with hose and 
water to fight their possible destruction. 
Fortunately for the students of theology 
in Japan, and for the Luther League of 
America, the fine buildings were spared. 

It was interesting to note the absence 
of all hardware, fixtures, and anything 
that contained metal. These had been 
seized and used in the war effort. In the 
chapel even the largest of the lighting 
fixtures had been taken and melted into 


Right: This is the dormitory 
building connected with the 
seminary 
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scrap. 

For some five years the theological 
training of the United Church (Kyodan) 
had been carried on under difficulty at 
our Seminary. Now that our Lutheran 
church is no longer a member, they have 
consented to return the buildings for use 
by the Lutherans, when theological in- 
struction can be begun. It will take some 
years to obtain candidates for instruction. 

Plans are being made to open the 
Seminary as a Lutheran one in 1950. 
Meanwhile our seminary students will 
receive training at the Union Seminary 
for the first two preparatory years. Six 
students for the ministry have been ac- 
cepted by our church, whieh is a good 
start. 


Left: Side view of the semi- 
nary showing classrooms 
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Merry Christmas and welcome to our little holiday 
whing-ding here at THE swap sHop! We are so glad that 
you noticed the invitation pinned up on the bulletin board. 
It just was not possible to mail small, personal invitations 
to all the horde of people who inhabit this place at one 
time or another during the year. 


By the way, did you see the letter tacked up beside our 
snow man (with the “come hither” look in his eyes as well 
as on the card in his hand!)—the one from “Justa proof- 
reader”? That isn’t really his name, of course. He is Her- 
bert Schulz and he wrote: 

“Just a little note to apologize for being a dope. You 
see, I am the one that slipped up on that error in the 
June issue of the LurHer Leacue Review. A Sunday 
School teacher once told me never to make excuses, so 
I won't in this case because there isn’t any I can offer. 
Unfortunately, proofreaders, like writers and editors, 
being human (this point is debatable) do make mistakes. 

“It grieves me, however, that your opinion of proof- 
readers is so low. (See THE Swap Suop for October) I 
assure you that everyone in the proofroom strives daily 
for perfection. If we don’t attain it, well—‘to err is hu- 
man’ you know. Confidentially, we hate ourselves when 
we do slip up. 

“In the future we will strive even harder. You will 
notice that this time I got it right, LIVE not life.” 


Shall we wander over to the group around the fireplace 
and clutch some of Clara Schleicher’s wonderful hot choco- 
late in our cold hands? Doubtless the assembled mob is 
mulling over some “Leagueal” problem, but we do hope 
it is a festive one! This is no season to be discussing mem- 
bership or program problems! When we left the circle to 
greet you at the door, Dan Anderson of Minnesota was 
extolling the virtues of a “splash party” which the Leagues 
of Holy Communion and Holy Trinity Churches, Minne- 
apolis, held in the YMCA last winter. Among other things 
he mentioned that it was certainly the answer to any man’s 
problem for an economical Saturday night date! Must have 
been fun, too! 


DECEMBER, 1948 


Someone from South Carolina—someone from the staff 
of The Palmetto Leaguer doubtless — seems to have the 
floor at the moment. She is telling about the paper tree 
(Christmas, that is) that the Intermediates used last year. 
We remember that. The ornaments were labeled “Is some- 
one without Christmas?”; “Tell others the Christmas 
story”; “Caroling”; “Lowman Home friend”; “Christmas 
cards to shut-ins”; “attend church”; “decorate Sunday 
School or Church”; “Christmas party.” At the top was “the 
Christ Child’s star.” Timely, graphic reminder of the 
things for which the Luther League as well as the Church 
itself stands. 


Admission to a Christmas party last year at Blackwelder 
Chapel Lutheran Church, Kannapolis, North Carolina, was 
a gift to be sent to the Lutheran Children’s Home at 
Salem, Virginia. And the Leaguers of Walters, Minnesota, 
packed clothes, soap, and toothpaste which they bought 
themselves to send to Europe. That in lieu of exchanging 
gifts among themselves. 


The Leaguers of St. Paul’s, Teaneck, New Jersey, sold 
Christmas seals of and for the Lutheran Memorial Hospital 
in Newark and helped to fold the Christmas mailing at the 
Kinderfreund, Jersey City. We liked the idea of their 
Christmas devotional, too. It was held after they had been 
caroling for business people and shut-ins. 


Not limited to Christmas is the activity—vocal we mean 
—of the Genesee Valley District Luther League’s Inter- 
league Choir. We like to see creative and cultural things 
springing from Church recreational rooms and Luther 
Leagues. The Inter-league Choir makes itself useful the 
year round—and ornamental periodically. In the spring 
they did a musical play entitled “Remember When,” 
written and directed by Leaguers themselves. (Bernice 
Bogart and Mr. Walter P. Kraft, to be specific.) Now there 
is-a wonderful project for lively Leaguers! (P. S.: The 
Genesee Valley District is part of the Luther League of 
New York.) 


New York has no corner on the dramatic, however, as 
Dan Anderson will tell you. At Faith Lutheran Church in 
St. Paul the Luther League (which calls itself the “Young 
People’s Club”) presented “A Ready Made Family” last 
spring. They had very professional looking programs—and 
music by the Faith Lutheran Church Orchestra! How about 
that] 


Curtain calls happen in Pennsylvania, too. Zion Lutheran 
Church of Johnstown held a Fun Frolic, highlighting the 
evening with a play entitled, “The Lamp Went Out.” 
(Later they had a Gypsy Party which sounded very in- 
triguing.) Gay things, these Luther Leaguers. And serious, 


too, on occasion. 


Ebenezer Church, Columbia, South Carolina, did a won- 
derful thing last New Year's Eve. This rates our prize poin- 
settia! At seven-thirty all the Leaguers gathered at the 

(Continued on Page 32) 
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Let's Promote Roanoke! 


Now is the time to really bear down 
on 1949 Luther League of America con- 
vention publicity and promotion. In the 
months which lie between now and Au- 
gust-convention time, there’s just enough 
time to do a good job of building up in- 
tense and enthusiastic response to the 
Roanoke trip without running the risk 
of having the enthusiasm die or become 
an anticlimax. 

Material is available — from 
sources. It will NOT be handed out pro- 
miscuously nor in bulk quantities—that 
kind of material never is as effective as 
it is intended to be. However, careful 
planning and scheduling by “On to 
Roanoke” Committees, educational secre- 
taries and presidents in district confer- 
ences as well as by local presidents will 
show results. 

First of all, the Roanoke Convention 
committee will offer several unique meth- 
ods of promotion which heretofore have 
not been available as convention pub- 
licity. 

Plastic transcriptions (9-minute  re- 
cordings) of a special “Roanoke conven- 
tion” program will be available after 
January 1, 1949. These records will in- 
clude good music, subtle convention in- 
formation, plus incidental data which 
can be used as part of a Luther League 
program built around the theme, “On to 
Roanoke.” While the style and appeal 
of the record will be light and airy, it 
will be suitable for presentation during 
youth and Luther League meetings. 

The records may be secured by writing 
either your synodical president or di- 
rectly to Roanoke Convention Chairman, 
Dick Sutcliffe, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. Enclose 50 cents to cover 
rental, mailing, and handling charges. 

Also available through the Roanoke 

Jonvention committee will be a series of 
approximately 20 Kodachrome slides of 
Roanoke scenes, convention points of in- 
terest and general slides suitable for a 
slide program built around the same 
theme, “On To Roanoke.” A deposit of 
three dollars will be requested, $2.50 of 
which will be returned when the slides 
are returned to the General Chairman, 
Dick Sutcliffe, 1228 Spruce Street, Phila- 
delphia 7, Pa. The fifty cents will cover 


various 
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handling, mailing and insurance charges. 

Cards will be supplied with each set 
of Kodachrome distributed so that the 
slide-projectionist can read or memorize 
valuable data about each slide from its 
specific card. 

Additional promotional material will 
be available at other sources. 

1. Limited supplies of “Land of 
Romance,” 20-page four-color bro- 
chure published and distributed by the 
Norfolk and Western Railway, Gen- 
eral Offices, Roanoke, Virginia, will 
be available by writing to the Public 
Relations Office of that railroad. This 
brochure contains 4-color pictures of 
Natural Bridge and Hotel Roanoke— 
high spots of the Roanoke convention. 

2. Also available at the Norfolk and 
Western will be limited supplies of a 
four-color blotter, picturing one of the 
line’s streamlined locomotives. _ 

3. An eight-page brochure, “Blue 
Ridge Parkway—Virginia-North Caro- 
lina” may be obtained in quantities 
from the Blue Ridge Parkway Office, 
National Park System, Department of 
Interior, Roanoke, Virginia. This folder 
gives scenic and tourist information 
about the Roanoke area. 

4. By writing to Hotel Roanoke, 
Roanoke, Virginia, a two-fold two- 
color folder on the luxurious hostelry 
is available. This little folder shows 
scenes in and around Hotel Roanoke, 
and is useful in putting across the 
luxurious atmosphere in which the 
1949 LLA convention will meet. 

Since many Leaguers will be using 
the Shenandoah Valley route (either 
train, bus, or motor car) in traveling 
to Roanoke, a useful folder is the 
“Shenandoah Valley” brochure avail- 
able from Shenandoah Valley, Inc., c/o 
Natural Bridge Hotel, Natural Bridge, 
Virginia. This folder shows some of 
Virginia’s beauty spots and includes a 
one-page feature on Roanoke and its 
hotels. 

Other specialized folders are avail- 
able from Dixie Caverns, Salem, Vir- 
ginia; Skyline Caverns, Front Royal, 
Virginia; Natural Bridge, Inc., Natural 
Bridge, Virginia; Endless Caverns, 
New Market, Virginia; Shenandoah 
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Caverns, Harrisonburg, Virginia; Nat- 
ural Chimneys, Mt. Solon, Virginia; 
and Roanoke Chamber of Commerce, 
Roanoke, Virginia. 

Copies of the October and November 
issues of The Luther League Review 
offer additional informational on the fea- 
tures of the Roanoke convention and cost 
estimates. Future issues will contain fur- 
ther articles. 

None of this material listed above is 
intended as an end in itself. Each or all 
of the available pictorial and statistical 
data should be supplemented on a dis- 
trict, conference or local level with good 
program directing. 

An “On To Roanoke Night” could well 
mean the difference between having sev- 
eral local delegates in Virginia next sum- 
mer and having the local leaguers hear 
about the convention doings from con- 
ference or district delegates late next 
fall. 

An aggressive “On to Roanoke” Com- 
mittee or educational secretary who pre- 
pares himself for the “On to Roanoke 
Night” ahead of time, is the best Roan- 
oke-promoter available. His efforts will 
be more than appreciated by all con- 
cerned and upon him depends in large 
measure the success of the 1949 con- 
vention. 

Synodical “On To Roanoke” Chairmen 
as well as synodical presidents will be 
kept informed between now and August 
1949 of the progress of Roanoke Specials 
—either via Greyhound or by Pennsyl- 
vania and Norfolk and Western Railroads. 
Information on how the leaguers of your 
locality may obtain reservations on such 
“Specials” will be available through the 
president of your Synodical Luther 
League. 


Editor's Note: State and Synodical 
presidents, have you appointed your “On 
to Roanoke” Committees? If you have 
not, please act now and report the mem- 
bership of that committee to your na- 
tional headquarters office. Here’s a sug- 
gestion: Have a representative from each 
district or conference on your committee. 
Commit responsibility for Roanoke con- 
vention promotion in his or her area to 
him or her. 
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News Notes 


@ ILLINOIS 

The Luther League of Illinois held its 
Fifty-third Annual Convention at the 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, Aurora, IIli- 
nois, July 27, 28, and 29, 

The Convention was opened by an 
inspiring Communion Service at which 
time Rev. Harold E. Bernhard, Ph.D., 
Chaplain, Carthage College, Carthage, 
Illinois, delivered a sermon on the first 
portion of the Convention Theme: “Liv- 
ing in the Light—Jesus, the Light.” The 
Rev. C. H. Meyer, Pastor of Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Lake Geneva, Wis- 
consin, opened the Saturday sessions with 
meditations on the thought, “Ye Are 
the Light.” Mr. Harold Park, representa- 
tive of the Luther League of America, 
was the principal speaker at the Satur- 
day luncheon. 

The Luther League of Illinois raised 
$954.70 toward their 1948 Missionary 
Project—the Lutheran Youth Center, Uni- 
versity of Illinois, Champaign, Illinois. 
The Illinois Leaguers had contributed 
$1,095.00 toward the China-Skeldon Proj- 
ect, surpassing their goal in one year. 
They will endeavor to raise $1,000.00 
toward the Youth Project in Germany in 
1948-1949. The Leaguers also resolved 
to endeavor to increase their member- 
ship 20 per cent in the next 12 months 
in co-operation with the membership 
drive of the Luther League of America. 
Miss Ruth Greve was appointed chair- 
man of the “On to Roanoke Convention 
Committee.” 

The climax of the Convention was the 
banquet held at the Masonic Temple on 
Saturday evening. The Rev. Louis H. 
Valbracht, St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Zanesville, Ohio, challenged the Leaguers 
to be pure in a world of filth—a ray of 
light in the darkness. He spoke on the 
theme, “Let Your Light Shine.” Miss 
Ruth Greve, retiring president of the 
Luther League of Illinois, was presented 
with a beautiful black leather purse in 
appreciation of her fine work during the 
past three years. 

Mr. Harold Park gave the Leaguers 
many helpful suggestions for bettering 
their Luther League programs, both de- 
votional and social, at the Luther League 
problem clinic held Sunday morning. 
The Sunday morning worship service was 
conducted by the pastor of the host 
Church, Rev. Paul K. Nordsiek, who 
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spoke on the subject, “The Radiant Life.” 
The following officers and _ secretaries 
were installed at this service by the Rev. 
Marvin Sielkin, St. Mark’s Church, St. 
Louis, Missouri: Miss Evelyn Kusch, 
Springfield, Illinois, president; Mr. David 
H. Endres, St. Louis, Mo., first vice- 
president; Miss Ruth Johnson, Aurora, 
Illinois, second vice-president; Miss Ver- 
na Englehardt, Chicago, Illinois, secre- 
tary; Sister Elizabeth Huth, Burlington, 
Iowa, treasurer; Miss Lucille Stahl, Dixon, 
Illinois, educational secretary; Mr. Omer 
Lakeman, Cutler, Illinois, missionary sec- 
retary; Mr. Richard Preis, Chicago, IIli- 
nois, life service secretary; and Miss 
Hulda Rieckenberg, Chester, Illinois, In- 
termediate secretary. 

Inspired by another great Convention, 
the Leaguers returned to their local 
churches determined to live in the light 
of Jesus Christ and to allow His light to 
shine through them that others might 
see it and know Him. Already they are 
looking forward to attending the Con- 
vention next year at Faith Church, St. 
Louis, Missouri. 


SHORT LINES 


The Luther League of Incarnation, 
Columbia, S. C., observed Youth Sun- 
day in its own way on September 19th. 
At a vesper service they presented a 
dramatization, “The Church Clinic.” 


St. Paul’s Luther League, Santa Mon- 
ica, California, is one of the growing 
number of Luther Leagues throughout 
the country scheduling athletic contests. 
for boys and girls, 


The St. Stephen’s Rambler, Lexington, 
S. C., reports, “The Luther Leagues do- 
not have special campaigns for new mem- 
bers. We are in constant search for all 
who should be members.” 


The Luther League of the Central 
Pennsylvania Synod, having gone over 
the top with its share of the Luther 
League of America’s current missionary 
project, has adopted one of its own. 
Gifts at Christmas for the children of 
the Rocky Boy Mission, gathered in Oc- 
tober, is the project. 


“Bob” Menges, chairman of the mis- 
sionary committee of the Luther League 
of America, represented the organiza- 
tion at the recent Foreign Missions Ad- 
vance Assembly at Columbus, Ohio. 


Indiana’s Soutizast District reports a 
highly successful convention held re- 
cently at Smyrna, with St. John’s League, 
Napoleon, taking the banner for the 
highest percentage of attendance. 


The Luther League of Indiana is cur- 
rently raising $500 which will be given 
to their synod as a contribution for the 
development of a summer camp ground. 


Convention of the Luther League of Illinois, Aurora, Ill., July 27-29 
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Midwest Synod Luther League convention, Diller, Nebraska, August 17-20 


© MIDWEST 

With the honorable Val Peterson, 
governor of the state of Nebraska, as its 
guest speaker, the twenty-first annual 
convention of the Luther League of the 
Midwest Synod opened August 17, 
1948, at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Diller, Nebraska. 

The three-day convention which draws 
young Lutherans from all parts of Ne- 
braska, and also from Iowa, Kansas, and 
Oklahoma, enjoyed its greatest attend- 
ance this year. 

Pastor Theodore Moehring and _ the 
Luther League of Diller were hosts to 
sixty-nine delegates and two hundred 
thirty-three visitors, making a grand total 
of three hundred and four. 

With “Faith in Action” as its theme, 
the convention was called to order at 
nine o’clock Wednesday, August 18, by 
its president, Clinton Von Seggern of 
Scribner. Duane Walker, president of 
the Diller League, welcomed the con- 
vention to Diller, and Mr. Von Seggern 
responded in behalf of the Synodical 
League. 

After necessary business was taken 
care of, the Luther Leaguers heard an 
address by Mr. Harold Park, official rep- 
resentative of the Luther League of 
America. 

One of the highlights of the conven- 
tion was a speech and round table dis- 
cussion by the honorable Val Peterson 
on the subject, “Christian Citizenship 
and Christian Democracy.” Governor 
Peterson answered questions on all types 
of subjects which connected a Christian 
with his government. He summed up 
his view on the relationship between the 
Christian and his government by saying 
that Christianity is a full-time job; there- 
fore, the Christian must carry his Chris- 
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tianity into government and politics. 

Another highlight of the session was 
the presentation of a two hundred dollar 
scholarship sponsored by the Luther 
League of the Midwest Synod. Rev. Her- 
man Goede, Lincoln, chairman of the 
committee on Ministry, presented the 
scholarship to Alex Wacker, also of Lin- 
coln, who was later elected president of 
the Midwest Synodical Luther League 
for the coming year. After the address 
and discussions by Governor Peterson in 
the afternoon, the delegates separated 
into different groups to hear discussion 
on three subjects: “Administration,” by 
Clinton Von Seggern; “What We Be- 
lieve,” by Rev. H. Rowaldt; and “How 
to Present a Topic,” by Harold Park. 

Elections resulted as follows: Alex 
Wacker, Lincoln, president; Lowell Feye, 
Creston, vice-president; Dorothy Dager- 
man, Papillion, recording secretary; 
Charmaine Duetcher, Ellis, Kansas, cor- 
responding secretary; Duane Walker, 
Diller, treasurer. Retiring officers are 
Clinton Von Seggern, Scribner, presi- 
dent; Alex Wacker, Lincoln,  vice- 
president; and Robert Ogan, Creston, 
treasurer. 

The regular daily chapel services were 
conducted by Rev. W. Welchert, Papil- 
lion, and Rev. A. Huenke, Lanham. Rev. 
R. Jobman, Norfolk, presided at a spe- 
cial vesper service. 

During their stay at the convention 
the young Lutherans were housed and 
fed by the families of Diller. They were 
also treated to a picnic and a special 
entertainment at the Diller City Park. 

The convention came to a close with 
an address by Harold Park, a Life Serv- 
ice Memorial Program, and the presenta- 
tion of the coveted banner. St. Peter’s 
of Pilger walked off with high honors in 


this department with a total of eight 
hundred and forty-five points. Honor- 
able mention went to Ellis, Kansas, with 
eight hundred and forty points and St. 
John’s, Scribner, with eight hundred and 
twenty-eight. 


® CONNECTICUT 

A very enthusiastic Connecticut State 
Luther League Convention was held Oc- 
tober 3 at Grace Lutheran Church, Hart- 
ford. 

The theme of the convention was 
“Christians Leagued Together.” Nearly 
150 attended the State Convention, in- 
cluding 28 official delegates from 
churches throughout the state. 

During the early afternoon business 
sessions, a new revised constitution was 
adopted. Changes affecting State offices 
which are designed to achieve closer 
unity among Leaguers of all age-groups 
become effective January 1, 1949. 

During the mid-afternoon session, Miss 
Louise Marks, representative of the Lu- 
ther League of America, brought an in- 
spiring message on “Youth Fellowship 
Work” and closer harmony between the 
young people of the local Luther League 
and the total membership of the Luther 
League of America. 

Dr. Paul C. White brought a brief 
word of greeting from the Synod and 
gave a report on the Amsterdam Con- 
ference entitled, “The Amsterdam Con- 
ference As Told By One Who Was Not 
There.” Dr. White praised the conference: 
for its work in view of the present scope 
of world events and pointed out its move 
to bring unity to the Christian Church. 

Officers elected were Robert Emeno of 
Meriden, president; Miss Shirley Peck 
of Naugatuck, vice-president; Miss Shir- 
ley Bourne of Norwich, secretary; and 
Miss Barbara Kamins of Meriden, treas- 
urer. 

Rev. Marcus Otterbein of Philadelphia, 
Pa., spoke at the Candlelight Installation 
Service on the subject, “It Depends on 
How You Look At It.” He stated that 
the point of view one adopts as he looks 
at his world is highly important in the 
life of Christian people. Discussing the 
attitudes of Christian young people, he 
called upon them to live at a higher level 
than the general average of the world. 
Dr. Paul C. White installed the new offi- 
cers, and Rev. Karl O. Klette served as 
liturgist. 


© NEW JERSEY 

Many New Jerseyites were headed for 
the shore or the mountains over Labor 
Day Weekend, but it was not so with 
over three hundred Luther Leaguers. 
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Their destination was St. Mark’s Church, 
Elizabeth, New Jersey, where their three- 
day 58rd Annual Convention of the Lu- 
ther League of New Jersey, was to be 
held. 

Following Twilight devotions con- 
ducted by Past President Charles H. 
Stockfish and a Fellowship Supper, Mr. 
Henry Endress, Associate Secretary of 
the Stewardship Office of the United 
Lutheran Church in America, addressed 
the Convention on the first phase of the 
convention theme, “The Ships of Life— 
Stewardship.” Skits and other entertain- 
ment began the recreation period which 
was followed with dancing. 

Sunday morning the Leaguers, arriv- 
ing from the homes of local church mem- 
bers, heard Rev. L. Dale Lund, Chap- 
lain of Upsala College, present the sec- 
ond phase of the theme, “The Ships of 
Life—Worship” at the Service of Holy 
Communion. Rev. Heinz W. Kugler, Pas- 
tor of the host church and Convention 
Chaplain, was liturgist. 

In the afternoon the leaguers shake- 
walked (with a police escort) to the 
City Hall where the Convention photo- 
graph was taken. Upon returning to the 
church, Miss Louise Marks presented 
the program of the Luther League of 
America. Then followed discussion 
groups on Intermediate Program, Edu- 
cation, Missions, and Life Service. Lead- 
ers for these groups were Miss Marks; 
Edward Kruse, Educational Secretary; 
Ruth Vogel, Missionary Secretary; and 
Dr. Paul C. White, Youth Secretary of 
the United Lutheran Synod of New 
York, respectively. 

Supper, served on the church grounds 
was followed by an outdoor service. Mr. 
Arthur Parseghian, Extension Secretary, 
was leader and Rev. C. Donald Heft, 
Pastor of St. Mark’s, Oaklyn, New Jer- 
sey, spoke of “The Ships of Life—Fellow- 
ship.” House parties at the homes of 


near-by leaguers were the feature of Sun- 


day evening’s free time. 


Quiet Moments with the Convention © 


Chaplain opened Monday’s business ses- 
sion. Miss Vogel reported that New Jer- 
sey had very nearly completed its na- 
tional mission quota and recommended 
that a state project in connection with 
Lutheran Memorial Hospital in Newark 
be undertaken. The national award for 
the best 16-point program was presented 
to the Intermediate League of St. John’s, 
Passaic. Awards for the best 12-point 
programs went to the Seniors of St. 
Paul’s, Teaneck, and the Young People 
of St. John’s, Jersey City. 

A cross was placed on the Life Service 


DECEMBER, 1948 


Flag for Walter A. Kortrey of St. John’s, 
Union City, who had recently been or- 
dained. The executive committee was 
directed to form a committee to work 
with a group from southern Jersey to 
make plans for the merger of these two 
groups at the time the New Jersey Synod 
is formed. 

Officers elected for the following year 
were: President, Carl Berkobin, Nutley; 
vice-president, Arthur Parseghian, Jersey 
City; recording secretary, Mildred Lake, 
Union; corresponding secretary, Virginia 
Ranges, East Rutherford; treasurer, Rob- 
ert Deichert, Jersey City. President Ber- 
kobin appointed the following secretaries: 
Education, Emma Schaeffer, Jersey City; 
missionary, Matilda Heisch, Rahway; life 
service, Ruth Vogel, Nutley; intermediate, 
Katherine Hildebrandt, Maywood; ex- 
tension, Edward Kruse, Bogota; 12-Point 
Program, Henry Danker, Neptune; and 
publicity—Ted Shea, Ramsey. 

Rev. Gustav Chernansky, Pastor of 
Holy Trinity, Newark, acted as_toast- 
master at the Annual Banquet on Mon- 
day evening. At the Farewell Service 
and Installation of Officers, Rev. Alfred 
L. Beck, Pastor of Reformation Church, 
Rochester, New York, addressed the 
group on the final phase of the theme, 
“The Ships of Life—Discipleship.” Rev. 
Harold A. Haas, Pastor of St. Paul’s, 
Linden, was liturgist. Pastors Beck and 
Haas are both former presidents of the 
Luther League of New Jersey and were 
boyhood friends as well as classmates at 
college and seminary. At the conclusion 
of the service, Dr. Paul C. White in- 
stalled the newly elected and appointed 
officers in an impressive candlelight serv- 
ice. Passing from the church, these offi- 
cers lit candles held by the leaguers and 
all formed a huge circle on the church 
lawn for a final moment of prayer. 


® NORTH CAROLINA 
Historic, yet beautiful, St. John’s, Con- 
cord, was the scene of the twenty-sev- 
enth annual. convention of the Luther 
League of North Carolina, October 1-8. 
There was a record registration of 235. 
The convention opened with the an- 
nual banquet. Six hundred and five 
Leaguers were present to hear the Rever- 
end Robert J. Schenck of Waynesboro, 
Va., convention speaker, deliver his first 
address on “Jesus Christ is Lord in Our 
Homes.” The Reverend Harry D. Haw- 
thorne of Newton was the toastmaster. 
Lenoir Rhyne College Leaguers staged a 
“Typical Luther League Meeting,” which 
“brought down the house” several times! 
At the first business session, Betty 
Scott Lentz, State treasurer for the past 
two years, was elected president for 
1948-49. Other officers elected include 
Robert Walker, Jr., of Raleigh, vice- 
president; Ruth Lineberger, East Spen- 
cer, recording secretary; Jackie Meekins, 
High Point, statistical secretary; H. B. 
Fesperman, Kannapolis, treasurer; Brady 
Faggart, Concord, archivist; Evelyn 
Troutman, Hickory, member of the ex- 
ecutive committee for two years; Harold 
Skinner, Rocky Mount, member of the 
executive committee for one year. 
Delegates to the 1949 convention of 
the Luther League of America were 
elected as follows: Evelyn Troutman, 
Betty Scott Lentz, H. B. Fesperman, 
Harold Skinner, Ruth Lineberger, Eliza- 
beth Huddle, Robert Walker, Jr., Alvin 
Kuhn, Carl Litaker and Rev. Leslie Con- 
rad, Jr. Alternate delegates are Elizabeth 
Cooper, Jack Hewitt, Rev. Herman Cau- 
ble, Mary Lee Leonard, Jane Lohr, 
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Our Jewish Neighbors 
Celebrate Hanukkah 


Hanukkah, or Festival of Lights as it is often called, is 
perhaps the most joyous of all Jewish holidays. It cele- 
brates the first recorded instance in human history when 
men took up arms to defend freedom of religion and won 
their battle. Its period of celebration corresponds roughly 
with Christmas and the holiday lasts for eight days. 


The Origin of Hanukkah 

The story of the origin of Hanukkah is a fascinating 
one. Like all stories of human courage, it has meaning for 
all peoples. 

In 186 B.c. Antiochus Epiphanes was the tyrant of Syria. 
Palestine was then under Syrian domination. Antiochus, 
who had imperialist ambitions, decided to “unify” his 
empire as the first step to further expansion. Being of 
Greek origin, he arbitrarily decided that henceforth all 
people under his rule must adopt the Greek language, cus- 
toms, and religion. 

The Greek religion at that time was pagan in character 
and involved the worship of many gods and idols. The 
Jews, of course, had a monotheistic religion, believing in 
one God. Antiochus commanded that they give up their 
God and their Temple and bow down to the Greek idols. 

The overwhelming majority of the Jews refused flatly 
to yield their pure worship for the paganism of the Greeks. 
Enraged, Antiochus marched his armies suddenly to Jeru- 
salem and forcibly converted the Temple into a shrine for 
Zeus, the chief Greek god, and issued stern orders forbid- 
ding the worship of any but the pagan gods in all Judea. 

The Jews at first resisted passively, but with brave 
determination. A Jewish heroine, Hannah, and her seven 
sons chose death in preference to the worship of Greek 
idols. Several thousand men, women and children hid in a 
cave rather than break their Sabbath as commanded by 
the Syrian edicts, and met death by suffocation while sing- 
ing their sacred hymns. 

But it soon became clear that mere passive resistance 
would never defeat Antiochus. From a little village in 
Palestine, the high priest, Mattathias, with his five sons, 
raised the banner of revolt, proclaiming, “Whoever is for 
the Lord, follow me.” Jews from the neighboring villages 
heeded the call and joined his standard. The war for inde- 
pendence had begun. 

At first, far outnumbered as they were by the Syrian 
troops, the Jews could carry on only guerrilla warfare. 
Mattathias died, but the struggle continued under the in- 
spired leadership of his son, Judah the Maccabean (Judah 
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the Hammer), and his four brothers. News of their first 
victories spread throughout Palestine, and soon Judah had 
a small but well-trained army. 

Antiochus did not take the revolt seriously until his 
soldiers had suffered several defeats. Then, in a rage, he 
ordered three large armies to invade Palestine and wipe 
out its inhabitants. 

A decisive battle was fought at Emmaus. The Jews were 
greatly outnumbered. Some lost heart at the sight of the 
great Syrian army and said to Judah, “How shall we, 
being so few, fight so great a multitude?” 

Judah answered, “It is no hard matter for many to be 
handed over to a few, and with the God of Heaven it is 
all one—to deliver with a great multitude or a small com- 
pany. . . . Strength cometh from Heaven.” Then he said, 
“They come against us in pride and iniquity to destroy us, 
but we fight for our lives and our laws.” 

Indomitable courage, clever military tactics, and the 
help of God gave Judah’s army the victory. The Syrians 
were routed, The road to Jerusalem was opened, and the 
Jewish army entered in triumph. 

When the Jews sought their holy Temple to celebrate 
their deliverance, they were shocked. The once glorious 
structure with its splendid courts was in ruins. The huge 
gates that had glittered with burnished copper were pulled 
down and destroyed. In the spacious courtyards which had 
been tiled with fine marble, shrubs grew as in a forest. 
The chambers where the priests had lived were shattered 
and bare. Most tragic of all was the great altar. It was 
strewn with filth and desecrated with the offal of cere- 
monially unclean animals. 

Undismayed, the Jews set to work to clean and re- 
decorate the Temple. Since the ancient altar could never 
be made pure again, they built a new one. They labored 
mightily to restore the wonderful gates and the holy 
chambers. All was made ready for the great day of dedi- 
cation. The golden candlesticks and other sacred vessels 
of the Temple, which the people had hidden away during 
the alien occupation, were uncovered. The musical in- 
struments used to lead the people in song were returned 
to the Temple. One thing alone could not be found—the 
sacred oil for the Temple candelabra. 

As the story goes, a great search was instituted for the 
pure oil. Finally, one small container of the undefiled 
liquid was discovered, supposedly just enough for a single 
day’s supply. Lovingly flame was put to the precious oil— 
and miraculously, the fire burned for eight days. Since 
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At daily prayer time on the third day of 
the Feast of Hanukkah a little son in a Jew- 
ish household lights the third candle of the 
Menorah 


oe 


that time, Hanukkah—the Feast of Rededication—is cele- 
brated for exactly eight days. 


Celebrating Hanukkah Today 

Let us look in on a typical Hanukkah celebration. The 
ceremony of the kindling of the lights is to begin. The 
family is seated around the table at dusk. On the table is 
the Menorah, or Hanukkah candelabra, which holds eight 
candles, one of which is to be lighted on each night of the 
holiday. A ninth candle, called the “servant,” because it 
is used to light the others, is held in a separate arm of the 
Menorah. Then, before kindling the lights, the head of 
the household chants in Hebrew the following prayer, 
“Blessed art Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, 
who hast sanctified us with Thy commandments and or- 
dained that we kindle the Hanukkah light. Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who 
wrought wonderful deliverances for our fathers in days of 
old at this season.” 

On the first night this blessing is added: “Blessed art 
Thou, O Lord our God, Ruler of the Universe, who hast 
given us life and sustenance and brought us to this happy 
season.” Then the servant candle and the first light are 
lit and all join in the prayer, chanted in Hebrew, “These 
lights we kindle to mark the marvelous liberation, and the 
wonders which Thou didst perform for our ancestors 
through Thy holy priests. Wherefore these lights are 
sacred all the eight days of Hanukkah, and we are not 
permitted to make profane use of them, but only to look 
at them so as to give thanks to Thee for Thy miraculous 
providence.” 

Each night this ceremony is repeated, each night 
another candle is lighted, until, at twilight on the eighth 
day, all nine candles glow as a remembrance of past 
deliverance and a beacon of hope for the future. 

By the light of the glowing candles, the ancient, but 
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ever new stories are repeated: stories of Mattathias who 
raised the banner of revolt, of his five sons who led the 
Jewish army, and especially of his eldest, Judah the Mac- 
cabean, who led his army to victory. Smiles there are for 
the story of the miraculous oil that burned for eight days. 
Tears there are, too, for the brave Hannah and her seven 
children, who suffered martyrdom rather than bow down 
to false gods. 

The traditional Hanukkah food—potato pancakes—are 
served. Afterwards there are games and riddles and pres- 
ents for the children. A four-sided Hanukkah top, the 
“dreidel,” is spun and walnuts are won or lost, depending 
on the side on which it finally falls. Hanukkah money is 
given to the children who then contribute it to charities 
and other worthy causes. Then the great Hanukkah song, 
“Rock of Ages,” is sung and all join in the lusty chorus of 
this old favorite. 

Rock of Ages, let our song 

Praise thy saving power; 

Thou amidst the raging foes, 
Wast our sheltering tower. 
Furious they assailed us 

But Thine arm availed us, 

And Thy Word 

Broke their sword 

When our own strength failed us. 


Kindling new the holy lamps 

Priests approved in suffering, 

Purified the nation’s shrine, 

Brought to God their offering. 

And his courts surrounding, 

Hear in joy abounding, 

Happy throngs 

Singing songs 

With a mighty sounding. 
(Continued on Page 82) 
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THE OLD TESTAMENT LOOKS TO THE NEW 
By THE REY. E. BRYAN KEISLER, S.T.M., D.D., Fremont, Nebraska 


DISCUSSION PATTERN 
WHY? The purpose of this program is to provide 
a devotional study which deals with the relation- 
ship between the Testaments of our Bible. 


How? A panel discussion may well be arranged 
for this purpose, the leader giving the introduc- 
tion and three other persons presenting the ma- 
terial under the three subjects here given. Bibles 
should be in the hands of all so that passages re- 
ferred to may be looked up. The group may then 
read them in unison, or else a good reader for 
each passage may be selected to read it aloud 
and alone. 


© QUESTIONS FOR GENERAL DISCUSSION 

1. Which of the four Gospels is the most definitely tied 
to the Old Testament? Justify your answer. 

2. What is the evidence that the Epistle to the Hebrews 
is of all the Epistles the most closely related to the Old 
Testament? 

3. Would you say that Christ rarely, occasionally, or 
frequently quoted the Old Testament? 

4. How many types of Christ in the Old Testament can 
you name? 

5. Do you think we make adequate use of the Old Testa- 
ment in our Sunday-school lessons? In preaching? In Bible 
reading? 


@ PROGRAM 

Hymn: “O Worship the King” (245 PSH; 85 CYH®) 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 1 

Scripture Lesson: Isaiah 9:2-7 

Prayer: For grace to understand, appreciate, and be com- 
mitted to God’s Word. (Or Collect No. 37, Page 29, 
PSH) 

Hymn: “Father of Mercies, in Thy Word” (118 PSH; 141 
Ona) 

Panel Discussion and Bible Reading 

Offering 

Lord’s Prayer 

Hymn: “On Jordan’s Banks the Herald’s Cry” (8 PSH; 
5 CYH*) 


® Christian Youth Hymnal, new publication of the ULPH. 
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@ SOME QUOTABLE QUOTES 
The best evidence of the Bible’s being the Word of 
God is to be found between its covers. It proves itself. 
—Charles Hodges 


The Scripture is to be its own interpreter, or rather the 
Spirit speaking in it: nothing can cut the diamond but the 
diamond: nothing can interpret Scripture but Scripture. 

—Richard Watson 

The Old and New Testaments contain but one scheme 
of religion. Neither part of this scheme can be understood 
without the other. —Richard Cecil 


@ SEE RESOURCE ARTICLE (Pages 4, 5) 
(Continued from Page 5) 


Person and work. Many are the minutely fulfilled prophe- 
cies of Christ. The limits of space here permit the calling 
up of only a few. He was, according to prophecy, the Seed 
of Abraham (Gen. 12:3; 18:18; Acts 8:25; Matt. 1:1; Luke 
3:34); the Seed of Isaac (Gen. 17:19; Matt. 1:2; Luke 
3:34); the Seed of Jacob (Gen. 28:14; Num. 24:17; Matt. 
1:2; Luke 3:34); of the tribe of Judah (Gen. 49:10; Matt. 
1:2, 3; Luke 8:33); born in Bethlehem (Micah 5:2; Matt. 
2:1; Luke 2:4-7); born of a virgin (Isaiah 7:14; Matt. 
1:18; Luke 1:26-85). 

The prophecies concerning the details of Christ’s suffer- 
ing are equally specific and equally minutely fulfilled. Look 
up references to His betrayal (Psalm 41:9; Matthew 26: 
14-16; Mark 14:43-45); His being sold for thirty pieces of 
silver (Zechariah 11:12; Matthew 27:8-10); the piercing 
of His hands and feet (Psalm 22:16; John 20:25, 26); His 
being given gall and vinegar (Psalm 69:21; John 19:29); 
not one of His bones being broken (Exodus 12:46; Psalm 
34:20; John 19:38, 86). At the end of such exercise one 
stands in awe and amazement. 

But in order to gain the full force and benefit of this 
line of thought, one should recall the details of the story 
of the sufferings and death of Christ and then reverently 
and thoughtfully read Isaiah 53:1-12 and Psalm 22:1-18. 
As one does so he finds it exceedingly difficult to realize 
that the language is that of those to whom God gave eyes 
to see into the future, rather than that of eyewitnesses. 

There is, then, a thread which ties into a unit the Old 
and the New Testaments. The strands which make up that 
thread are three—God’s fixed purpose, His fit plan, and the 
focal Person. “What God hath joined together, let not man 
(even attempt to) put asunder.” 
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DECEMBER 
Approach to the Holiday Season 
5—Preparing for Christmas at Church 
Mark 1:1-8 
12—-A Changeless Message for a Changing 
World 
Isaiah 40:6-8 
19—The Spirit of Christmas 
Luke 2:1-25 
26—The Day After Christmas 
Luke 2:15-20 


All the themes suggested for this month center in the Christmas 


fact. The second Sunday is Pocket Testament League Day and the 


topic for that day deals with that subject. 


PREPARING FOR CHRISTMAS AT CHURCH 


Mark | 
By THE REV. HENRY A. McCULL 


®@ SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 


topic is provided to offset some of the 


shallow types of Christmas preparation and to 
emphasize the true preparation for Christmas— 
the preparation of hearts to receive and glorify 
Christ. The basic Scripture passage clearly indi- 
cates the nature of this preparation. The sug- 
gestion is made for this meeting, that the leader 
or someone else appointed beforehand be pre- 
pared to use a few minutes in speaking of the 
purpose of the season of Advent, and compar- 
ing it with the season of Lent. Emphasize the 
meaning of the seasonal color, violet. Point out 
how commercial interests have capitalized on 
both Christmas and Easter, and how necessary 
it is for the Church to keep the true and deeper 
meaning of these two great festivals before be- 
lievers. Your pastor will be glad to provide you 
with additional helpful material for such a five- 
minute presentation. Give it following the In- 
troduction of the topic. 
topic’s material suggests strongly the advisabil- 
ity of having those who take part in its presen- 
tation familiar with their parts. Reading it will 
be apt to be more boresome “than usual.” 
persons grouped around a table with the leader 
may be a good setting. 


The nature of this 


Four 


@ PROGRAM 
“On Jordan’s Bank the Herald’s Cry” 
(PSH 8) 


Announcement of Topic and purpose of topic 
Scripture Reading: Mark 1:1-8 
Prayer: 


“O Lord Jesus Christ, Who at Thy first com- 
ing didst send Thy messenger to prepare Thy 
way before Thee: Grant that Thy ministers 
and all Thy people may likewise so prepare 
and make ready Thy way, by turning the 
hearts of the disobedient; by keeping the 
hearts of the obedient in watchfulness and in 
prayer; and by magnifying Thee in every 
word and work, so to fulfill Thy gracious pur- 
pose for our lives; through Thy mercy, O 
our Lord and Saviour, Amen” 
“Hark the Glad Sound! 
Comes” (PSH 8) 


the Saviour 


Presentation of The Topic by Leader and Four 


Assistants 
“Thou Didst Leave Thy Throne” 
(PSH 15) 


Period of Silent Self-Examination, the leader 


reading the affirmations and the questions, 
pausing after each question for about fifteen 
seconds (by the watch!), thus giving each 
Leaguer opportunity for personal, earnest, 
and silent self-examination before God. 


DECEMBER, 1948 


21-8 
OUGH, JR., Lincolnton, N. C. 


“God has redeemed me through His Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Have I shown forth by 
my lips and my life my thanks to Him for 
His unspeakable gift? 

God has set before me an open door into His 
Presence through worship and prayer. Have 
I daily entered it? 

God has bestowed upon me particular gifts of 
body, mind, and spirit. Have I used these 
gifts, and all others from His Hand, in obedi- 
ence to His holy Will? 

God has placed me among a great people and 
has made of one blood all nations. Have I 
used my love of country to His glory, exalt- 
ing His Kingdom above all rival claims? 

God has called me to labor with Him, as I 
may, for peace on earth, good will among 
men. Have I put from me all tempers that 
make for strife? Have I given myself to the 
fashioning of a great community of love? 

God calls me now, in preparation for the re- 
birth of Christ within my soul at Christmas, 
to commit myself to Him and to offer to Him 
what I have. In consecration, let us now come 
to Him. “O God, in Thy mercy absolve us 
from our sins, and use us to the glorifying of 
Thy Son Jesus Christ, Our Lord and Saviour.” 
Amen, 

—From World Day of Prayer Booklet, 1943 

Offering 

Other Items of Devotions or Business 

(Christmas projects may well be presented at 
this meeting) 

Luther League Benediction 


© THE TOPIC 
The statement has been made that 


“Jesus never goes anywhere unless some 
forerunner has prepared the way for 
Him.” We need that emphasized as we 
prepare for the Christmas season. And 
there are four notes that need to be 
sounded as trumpet voices heralding the 
coming of the Lord. 


Righteousness 
John the Baptizer was voicing the mes- 


sage of a righteous God, Who had a 
straight-dealing plan toward the world, 
and for the world of mankind with each 


other. Righteousness in this sense means 


life that is upright, clean, and level; hori- 
zontally and vertically straight. Prepar- 
ing for Christ to come at Christmas must 
surely involve some real straightening out 
and up of some things in the lives of in- 
dividuals and nations. A young lawyer 
negotiated a contract and proudly took 
it to an old and wise counselor for his 
examination. The old man, while reading. 
it, shook his head negatively, then said 
to the young lawyer, “John, that is a 
great contract, skillfully drawn. But, John, 
you have forgotten the other fellow. No 
contract is sound which neglects the 
rights of the other party.” To prepare for 
God’s Son to come may mean that we 
will have to tear up contracts that have- 
left God and God’s will out of our lives 
A God of righteousness is on His way. 


Redemption 
Another note in our preparation for 


Christmas must be that of redemption. 
John the Baptizer strongly emphasized 
this in his being a voice crying in the 
wilderness—God would buy back His 
people who had sold themselves to the 
devil and to the world. He would re- 
deem, He would straighten up life, and 
straighten out life, by the coming of His 
Son Jesus. “The Sun of righteousness will 
rise, with healing in His wings.” “And 
His Name shall be called the Mighty 
God, the Everlasting Father, the Prince 
of Peace.” “Unto you is born... . in the 
city of David, a Saviour, who is Christ 
the Lord.” This surely must lie at the 
heart of our preparation for Christmas— 
to hear and to heed the voice that is 
always crying: “God has a way out and 
a way up for everyone who will take it 
whole and straight, as it is in Jesus 
Christ.” 


Repentance 


This is the old and the only way by 
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which the heart can be truly prepared for 
the great blessings of redemption to come 
and to abide. Repentance is most im- 
portant, It is not only the confession of 
sorrow and shame for a lesser life, but it 
is also the expression of the purpose and 
direction for a greater life. In Palestine, 
in the days of John, it was illustrated by 
the repairing or renewing of roads to be 
traveled by some visiting royal person. 
Carefully was everything removed that 
might in any way be capable of bringing 
disaster through carelessness. In our own 
country we can see the illustration in the 
preparations made for a visit by the 
President. Shall we think it different with 
the coming of Christ at Christmas? More 
than ever this Christmas season ought we 
be examining the reasons why Christ can- 
not this year make Christmas all that it 
ought to be. 

We know some of the things that 
‘block His coming into a fuller, happier 
place in our own lives. We know some 
things that prevent our having the great 
gift of His Abiding Presence made real 
and dear to our hearts. Maybe in this 
year of such continued material plenty, 
we had better give priority not to what 
we are giving to each other but what are 
we giving to the Lord Jesus? Not merely 
in terms of giving money and service, but 
even more important, giving honestly our 
hearts and our devotion that we may be 
penitent and prepared for a King. Let 
from our hearts and our homes, our lives, 
our churches, be cast out those lesser 
things of selfishness. Let be cast out con- 
sciences that see only the sins of others 
and not sins of our own selves. Cast out 
those pre-occupations with our personal 
affairs that have put stumbling stones in 
our Lord’s way, causing Him to detour 
around us. With as much wrong as surely 
anyone with two eyes can see, this surely 
is a Christmas when we must face our- 
selves, face our sins in a moral house- 
cleaning, and then face God. The only 
way to peace is on the road of repentance. 


Remission 
This is the fourth great note in pre- 


paring for Christmas in the deeper sense. 
And were it not for this note, there would 
be nothing but confusion about righteous- 
ness, redemption, and repentance. The 
truly climactic note is this—divine for- 
giveness to the penitent, pardon for 
the conscience-stricken, peace for the 
troubled. “Thou shalt call His Name 
Jesus, for He shall save His people from 
their sins.” This then, is the Gospel-note, 
of a righteous, redeeming God. This is 
really the blessed message of the angels. 
‘This is the real Christmas indeed. This 
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is the whole purpose of the crying in the 
wilderness of the world then and now— 
that mankind might receive their Lord, 
their Saviour, and their King. 


Wherever one repenting soul 
Prays in its agonies of pain, 

By God’s sweet grace to be made whole— 
There Christ is born again. 


Wherever vision of the light 
Disturbs the sleeping souls of men, 
Night trails away its shadowy flight— 
And Christ is born again. 


Wherever a soul in travail turns 
And climbs the barriers that constrain, 
With steady cheer Hope’s sweet lamp 
burns— 
And Christ is born again. 


Where one foul thing is purged away, 
And life delivered of one stain, 
Love rims with gold the coming day— 
And Christ is born again. 
JoHN OxENHAM 


© QUESTIONS 
How can your Church help to keep 


Christmas from being a kind of 
warmed-over experience, after the 
various community celebrations have 
all been held? 

Would you like to see the Advent Season, 
emphasizing the same theme of heart- 
preparation as Lent, more prominent 
in preparing for Christmas? 

Do you believe it is good or bad that for 
most communities the Church’s Christ- 
mas Services are usually before Christ- 


mas, and no service at all on Christmas 
Day? 


@ GUIDANCE FROM GOD'S WORD 


Psalm 34:12-14, Righteousness is not so much 
a word difficult to understand as it is difficult to 
practice. It is always a positive requirement, 
never just a listing of things not done. 


Titus 3:3-7. Redemption is always the work of 
God. Our only part in it is that we not reject it 
from our hearts and lives. Redemption is not 
only a past act, it is a present act on the part of 
God. Redemption is also a present experience in 
the life of the believer and is the basis for the 
hope of eternal life. 

Isaiah 55:6-7. Remission is always contingent 
upon confession of sins. Remission of sins is 
always a twofold matter—the offering of it by 
God and the receiving of it by man. No matter 
how eager God is to remit our sins, the offer can 
never be completed until we receive it. 


Matthew 3:2. Repentance includes both a 
change of heart and a change of mind. It is not 
enough merely to be sorry for our sins. We also 
must realize that the Kingdom of Heaven is at 
hand, into which we are called to have our sins 
forgiven and into which we are called to serve 
God. 


Colossians 1:18. Whatever is wrong with the 
world, there is something wrong with the 
Church, and that means with the Church-people. 
Christ is not having the “pre-eminence.” Recall 
that Christmas verse-fragment—‘“‘there was no 
room for them in the inn.” Christ is the answer 
to all the prayers and hopes of His people only 
if He is unquestionably first. In the depths of 
our hearts we must be gripped with the con- 
viction that God is in Christ. Let this be upper- 
most in Christmas preparations, 


Luke 4:18. Broken hearts are so common in our 
days that we are greatly tempted to become cal- 
lous to them. It is divinely good for us that 
Christmas comes again to remind us that broken 
hearts are a part of the Christmas experience. 
Christ is the God of great pity and consolation. 
Poverty, shame, sorrow, disappointment, failure, 
heartbrokenness all have a different meaning 
for the Christian, because of Christmas. To walk 
among them in Christ’s Name and in sympa- 
thetic understanding and help, we must not 
neglect. 


Luke 21:28. When air raids were common over 
a certain European capital, it was described as 
“a city of upturned faces.” Only God, looking - 
down from above, could know all that was writ- 
ten on those faces. The purpose of this Advent 
season is that our faces may be upturned to see 
Him Who “cometh in the Name of the Lord.” 
And that our hearts may be upturned, so that 
we “never doubt that out beyond the margin 
of our human vision there is evidence of a 
bright new day for those who are faithful to 
the things of God.” 


A CHANGELESS MESSAGE FOR A CHANGING WORLD 


Isaiah 40:6-8 
By MISS BETTY RICE, Newberry, S. C. 


@ SUGGESTIONS TO LEADER 

1. To get the Leaguers into the feeling of 
each age as it is presented—and each age should 
be presented by a different League member 
speaking in the first person—use representative 
pictures of each time while that portion is being 
given. (Cave man clad in skins, pyramids and 
Sphinx in Egypt, Columbus and his three boats 
landing in America, Gay-Ninety couple). You 
might also display representative pictures of 
each of the characters as they are being pre- 
sented. 

2. Secure from Luther League headquarters 
application cards and other Pocket Testament 
League material and as a part of the program 
let those who desire fill in applications. Be pre- 
pared, or have the Education Secretary ready, 
to answer questions Leaguers may have con- 
cerning membership. 


@® PROGRAM 
Call to Worship: “To do God’s work we must 


have God’s power. To have God’s power we 
must know God’s will. To know God’s will 
we must study God’s Word.” 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 19:7-11. 

Hymn: “Father of Mercies’”’ (118 PSH) 

Prayer: Dear Father, Who reigneth eternally, 
we come before Thee in prayer that Thou 
mayest open the hearts of all Thy children 
to receive Thy glorious Word. We praise Thee 
for the blessing Thou hast given us in a writ- 
ten message from Thee to us, and we thank 
Thee for the strength and security it im- 
parts to man. May we use it, Lord, to its 
fullest benefit and make it our changeless 
staff and anchor in the midst of a changing 
world. We ask this in the name of Thy Son 
through Whom we have Thy Word of hope. 
Amen. 

Scripture Readings: John 1:1; John 5:39; Acts 
17:11; Isaiah 40:6-8; Matthew 24:85. 

Hymn: “Lord, Thy Word Abideth” (119 PSH) 

Presentation of Topic 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


Prayer at close of Topic Development: 
“OQ Word of God Incamate” (117 PSH) 
First verse of hymn 

Offering 

Recruiting of members for Pocket Testament 
League 

Luther League Benediction 


© THE TOPIC 
A Changing World 
A college history professor is well re- 


membered by alumni and students for his 
original adage, “Whatsoever things have 
happened in the past will under the same 
or similar circumstances happen again.” 
We can all agree with him that history 
does repeat itself. But since the begin- 
nings of time there have also been great 
changes in modes of living and ideas and 
philosophies of life. 

Perhaps we little note the change of 
the world around us from year to year, 
but as we review the story of its develop- 
ment from age to age, the growth and 
change stand out prominently. 


. Our Age 
We live in what is commonly called 


the atomic era. We believe that we have 
near-reached the zenith of scientific de- 
velopments. The snap of a button brings 
us a voice from across the continent or 
from overseas in foreign lands. In an air- 
plane, an afternoon jaunt of about four 
hours between lunch and dinner can take 
us from New York to Chicago. Infections 
can be killed in two days—or even one— 
by the injection into the body of a liquid 
called penicillin. 

And without knowledge of science, we 
have the power to destroy this earth, to 
send it back to its original stellar char- 
acter, perhaps dead like the moon or 
maybe a flaming ball like the sun. Even 
the dire hunger and want of the people 
whose countries we are striving to re- 
build, of the people who have seen so 
vividly the need of peace is now over- 
shadowed by fear. For it is not Nature 
threatening to destroy this earth, but man 
threatens, because his reasoning and wis- 
dom have not developed in step with his 
knowledge of science. 

We know well this tumultuous age in 
which we live. Let us project ourselves to 
the times of our ancient forefathers and 
hear what their youth may have said of 
the world as they knew it. 


The Time of Cave Dwellers 
I speak as one of the youth of my tribe 


who dwell in this group of caves. Yonder 
outside our leader’s cave burns a fire that 
cooks our meat by day and drives off wild 
beasts by night. Over there to the right, 
deep in the recess of that large cave, 
where it is cool and damp, we store the 
extra meat that our hunters bring us. 
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They should be returning now with sev- 
eral rabbits or a deer that they have killed 
with their flint weapons. The skins from 
large animals we shall dry and use as 
blankets or share among ourselves for 
clothing. 

How much more fortunate are we than 
our forefathers whose only protection was 
in living in trees. Now with our knowl- 
edge of fire, our skill in using split sticks 
with flint bits as weapons, and our living 
together in a group, we cave men may 
feel secure and safe as we go about our 
daily living. 

The Years By the River Nile 

Communication has taken great strides 
since many years ago men first spoke with 
each other. Now here in my country of 
Egypt, I can record my thoughts in writ- 
ing on strips of papyrus and pass them 
on to you. Thus, not only you, but others, 
perhaps many miles away, may see and 
read what I have spoken with a pen. This 
system of writing that has developed 
here we call hieroglyphic and it is an 
advance form of the picture-writing man 
first used as a means of written expression. 

Just think what this method of com- 
munication will mean in years to come. 
No longer need we depend upon human 
memories for facts we have learned. Now 
we can make permanent records to which 
we and later generations may refer. And 
more important yet, people of my coun- 
try and of other countries can wield an 
influence over each other through that 
written knowledge we shall have in 
common. 

The Age of Discovery 

A new world lies ahead of the people 
of my time. With new discoveries during 
the past two centuries, the “ends of the 
earth” have been pushed back as curtains 
on a stage, and what my forefathers knew 
as an entire world is really but a small 
portion of this vast sphere. During the 
Dark Ages, the people knew so little of 
anything but themselves and the nearby 
surroundings. Then as the Renaissance 
came, the entire continent of Europe and 
part of Asia were traversed. Little did 
folks think then that we should learn of 
countries like China, India, and the land 
of dark Africa, and of waterways so great 
as the ones we now travel. 

Now in my lifetime Columbus has 
sailed across a mighty ocean and found 
a new land. What people and what re- 
sources await us on that newly-discovered 
continent we cannot yet know. But of this 
we are certain. New horizons are ever 
opening to us whereby we may progress 
even more through the knowledge we 
have of other cultures. 


When Grandpa Courted Grandma 
We “promenade, circle four, swing. 


your partner, and promenade some more.” 
It’s a Gay-Ninety Saturday night square 
dance at the little red schoolhouse when 
the whole community turns out for whole- 
some entertainment. Already exhausted at 
the end of the first dance, we stop to rest 
and listen as a twangy soprano sings of 
Casey and his strawberry blonde. Then 
the brassy band pours forth strains of 
“Sweet Marie” and the couples return to 
the floor where we belles and our gallant 
beaux dance in a sweeping waltz. 

Tomorrow I'll ride to church in the 
surrey with the family. During the serv- 
ice when “Ole Dobbin” neighs loudly— 
as she usually does—I'll glance shyly over 
at Jim sitting quite erect and dignified- 
looking in his high starched collar, and 
he'll look sideways at me and we'll prob- 
ably snicker. We'll pay close attention 
to the rest of the service, but after church 
we'll meet outside and he'll stroll with 
me under my frilly umbrella to our sur- 
rey. In the afternoon, if his father doesn’t 
use the buggy, he might ride over to my 
house and we'll sit on the front porch and 
talk. 

Jim and I have been friends ever since 
we used to go to the village store with 
our fathers and his black-stockinged legs 
and my pantalooned legs hung over the 
sides of the cracker barrels where we'd 
sit with Papa while the men whittled and 
talked of all the big affairs of the world. 
I wonder if when we're married and cer- 
tain little children call us Grandma and 
Grandpa—I wonder if young Jims will 
court their belles the same way then. 


A Changeless Message 
As a part of this ever-changing world 


which promises new ideas and develop- 
ments when our children will be our 
present age, we must have something 
stable to which we may cleave for con- 
stant support. For thousands of years, 
others have felt a need of this sure foun- 
dation. While many only floundered for 
it in vain, other millions found it—in the 
message of love and salvation that comes 
from the one and only God. 

Our Bible, wherein we find that mes- 
sage, was given over a period of 1,500 
years, but it and the promise and hope 
that it brings have remained changeless 
since God first spoke to man. The mes- 
sage has brought to all who turned to it 
in true faith the same strength. 


The Word Gives Courage 
Despite all the changes that have taken 


place since then, the period in which 
Daniel lived closely parallels our own 
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twentieth century. It was a time when 
mations had been warring and the van- 
quished had been herded to the land of 
the victors as their captives. 

Daniel most of us recognize as a young 
man standing unharmed in a den of 
lions. Few of us visualize him as a young 
man in the foreign country of Babylon, 
who, despite his status as a captive, was 
a popular young man whose company 
was much in request. There where luxu- 
ties and dissipations were “good form” 
he had the courage to stand alone and to 
join the guests without joining their 
revelry. He resisted the temptation of 
being a man up-to-date and yet he re- 
mained popular. 

We see his courage quite evident again, 
when he, though of a manly build, stood 
small and frail before his ferocious op- 
ponents in the lions’ den to which he had 
been sentenced. And yet he conquered. 

Time and again during his life in 
Babylon his courage was manifest and he 
arose victorious over the circumstances. 
And from whence did he derive this 
power? He himself answers that it 
stemmed from his religion—the laws of 
God by which he lived. 


The Message Imparts Personality 
A man of Tarsus knew two worlds— 


both the evil and the good. He chose the 
Jatter as the one he wanted to live in and 
kept true to it to the end of his days. 

Paul was beset by many trials as he 
endeavored to further the spread of 
Christianity after his conversion. From 
his writings we gather that he bore a 
physical disability with which he strug- 
gled constantly. He was several times 
imprisoned by the Romans. Other stops 
stood in his path, but to him they be- 
came steppingstones for greater work 
rather than barriers. 

Though he lacked the imposing stature 
of some leaders, Paul’s personality gave 
him influence over many lives, Even in 
times of panic such as the near-ship- 
wreck on the voyage to Rome, Paul’s own 
calm and faith quieted and sustained the 
crew and passengers until safety was 
reached at Malta. That acting and alive 
personality was the link between him and 
his Christian converts as he corresponded 
with them after leaving for other cities 
on his missionary journeys. 

Paul was the first Christian missionary 
and even as now, his teachings influenced 
many because he so lived the message he 
taught. But the greatest influence was 
that of God’s Word on Paul’s life, both as 
spoken directly to him and as he learned 

it from the Scriptures. 
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The Word Inspires a Reformation 

A young monk who through his study 
of God’s Word came to see the errings 
of the Christian Church of his time set 
out, through God’s help, to restore it to 
its original purpose. To this man who 
remained steadfast in his Bible-based be- 
liefs and so became the founder of Protes- 
tantism—to him God’s Word and its 
glorious meaning were supreme. 

While we know that the Reformation 
took place through the work of Martin 
Luther and his associates, we must agree 
with him that the power for such a task 
came from above. He himself said, “I 
have done nothing; the word has accom- 
plished and done everything. I have let 
the word do the work.” 


The Message Bestows Boundless Energy 

A cheerful young man who could 
always find the sunny side of life left 
Scotland more than a hundred years ago 
and traveled to the heart of Africa where 
for thirty-odd years he served as a mis- 
sionary to the natives. In that land so 
foreign to anything he had known, David 
Livingstone gave his life in ministering 
to the black men. 

Handicaps heaped heavily upon him, 
but through each he triumphed and so 
won souls to the Christ he preached. 
There was no one who spoke English so 
he learned, and learned perfectly, the 
natives’ language. In one village where 
he stopped there was only one spade and 
it had no handle. Yet, he managed with 
it to dig a canal to water the gardens and 
for the first time there was an abundance 
of vegetables. 

He traveled from village to village, as 
doctor, explorer, teacher, and above all, 
gospel preacher to all the tribes he visited. 
His energy never seemed to fail. It was a 
vitality that came to him from the same 
message he gave to the natives when they 
gathered in the evenings to tell tales of 
great heroes and he told the story of 
Jesus Christ. 


The Message Provides Great Endurance 
During the recent World War persecu- 


tion and torture even more horrible than 
reported was dealt to many innocent 
victims. Among them, with many others 
who shared his same Christian beliefs, 
was a Lutheran minister who suffered 
eight long years in German concentration 
camps because he would not follow Hit- 
ler after his true color had been revealed. 

Most of us know Pastor Martin Nie- 
moeller as one of our present-day Chris- 
tian heroes who, as a living witness to the 
truth in Christ Jesus, emerged into one 
of the leaders in reconstructing the 
Church in Germany and building Chris- 


tian foundations for Europe. 

During his long period of suffering and 
solitude he became spiritually strength- 
ened through meditation and realized 
even more the purport of his philosophy: 
“This after all is life—to hear a command, 
a word, that demands our obedience.” 
Despite his physical torture which he 
long endured, and now in his new libera- 
tion, his life is so ordered after that Word 
he has heard. Martin Niemoeller of our 
own atomic age found stability in God’s 
Word. 


A Changeless Message for a Changing 
World 
Men have not always had the written 


Bible. Adam and Eve had only God’s 
spoken word. Later generations had God- 
given laws. First-century disciples and 
followers of Jesus Christ had His personal 
message. We are fortunate in having all 
of these available for us, together with 
the testimony of Christ’s disciples. 

The form and the language-of the mes- 
sage have varied with the progress of 
time, but the message has itself remained 
changeless. And men and women alike 
through all the changing ages have found 
their stay in its surety. 

The Bible is a message of comfort and 
hope for dark days and a joyous com- 
panion for sunny hours. Its truth and 
promises are steadfast. The code of liv- 
ing laid down therein is as applicable to 
today’s world as it was to Daniel’s. It is 
God’s Word of love and friendship, 
God’s Word of judgment and of pardon, 
God’s Word of grace and of deliverance, 
which, like the Great Being Who speaks 
the message to humble man, is the same 
yesterday, today, and forever. 

Men before have done God’s work and 
men to come will do likewise. Such work 
is possible because men receive God’s 
power, know His will, through His Own 
Holy Word-the Scriptures. We, too, may 
study the Word through active member- 
ship in the Pocket Testament League, an 
international and interdenominational or- 
ganization which seeks to give the Word 
of Life to all who will receive it. 

There is a changeless message for this 
changing world. May we each know that 
message and lay our hold thereon. 


You may obtain additional Helps from 
Luther League Headquarters for further 
use in your program: } 

“The Pocket Testament League” —a 
leaflet explaining it—5 cents each. 

Pocket Testament League Skit — 10 
cents each. 

Pocket Testament League application 
cards—15 cents per dozen; $1.00 a 100. 


LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


THE SPIRIT OF CHRISTMAS 


St. Luke 2:1-25 


By THE REV. L. C. BUMGARNER, East Gastonia, N. C. 


® METHOD SUGGESTIONS 


The purpose of this topic is to lead youth 
in the proper observance of Christmas. The 
true spirit is too often lost and we miss the 
mark completely. If young people find some 
unfortunate children in the community and 
bring cheer to them, it will help to stress the 
topic. Sing Christmas carols to the shut-ins. 
To add to the program carols may be used fol- 
lowing each division of the subject. 


© PROGRAM 


Hymn: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” (28 
PSH) ; 

Opening Versicles for Christmas (Page 16 PSH) 

Prayer: 
Almighty God, we praise Thee for Him who 
came to be the Light of the world. O let 
His light steal across our entire country, and 
may all men walk in that Light. O come, 
Mary’s Holy Child, and deliver man from 
his starved heart and pour Thy blessing upon 
his restless, dissatisfied soul. Abide with us 
and all Thy people this holy season, and 
may we grasp the breadth, the length, the 
depth, and the height of the divine plan. In 
the Name of the world’s Saviour. Amen. 

Lesson: St. Luke 1:46-55 

Hymn: “Silent Night, Holy Night’ (20 PSH) 

Presentation of Topic 

Offering 

Hymn: “Joy To The World’ 

Benediction or Lord’s Prayer 

Silent Prayer 


@ THE TOPIC 


(19 PSH) 


(Continued from Page 2) 


perish, but have eternal life.” 

Thoughtfulness was a characteristic of 
the gifted Edward Bok, long-time editor 
of The Ladies’ Home Journal. Therefore, 
what he once said about our gifts at 
Christmas has great significance. 

“The best thing about a Christmas 
present is the fact that it is a remem- 
brance—first of an occasion which all 
Christendom now recognizes; and second, 
of the fact that the giver remembered 
the one to whom the gift is sent. It 
doesn’t make much difference about the 
value or greatness of the gift, for the big 
thing in it is the fact of securing and 
giving.” 

We express the spirit of true Christ- 
mas giving when we give in love and in 
the spirit of sacrificial service. 


The Spirit of Peace 

The Spirit of Christmas is the Spirit of 
Peace. The voice of Hebrew prophecy 
acclaimed the coming Messiah as the 
Prince of Peace. Isaiah sounds this Gos- 
pel note: “For unto us a child is born, 
unto us a son is given; and the govern- 
ment shall be upon his shoulders: and his 
name shall be called Wonderful Coun- 
sellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.” 

This year again, it seems fitting that 
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the world should give greatest emphasis 
to the fact that Christ came to bring joy 
and peace to all men. The leaders of the 
nations of the world are striving to formu- 
late agencies and plans whereby people 
everywhere may dwell together in unity 
and brotherhood. We trust that the best 
efforts of our great leaders shall be wholly 
dedicated to the task of keeping peace 
among the nations in the name of the 
Master of Galilee. 

The Spirit of Christmas is the free gift 
of God in Christ Jesus our Lord and is 
the abiding possession of those who walk 
in the Holy Spirit. 


Ancient in its dreaming, 
Modern in its revealing, 
Christmas means a Babe, so wee. 


Simple in its beginning, 
Profound in its meaning, 
Christmas brings a Saviour to me. 


Lowly in its setting, 

Divine in its reaching, 

Christmas calls for bended knee. 
—Louis J. Kovar 


@ HEAR GOD SPEAK 


St. John 12:20-23. As the Christian world turns 
its thoughts to the birth of Christ it is well to 
recall the inquiry of certain Greeks who had 
come up to Jerusalem for a certain festival. 
They found one of the disciples, Philip, and 
inquired, “Sir, we would see Jesus.” The Mof- 
fatt translation changes the wording in this 
manner, “Sir, we want to see Jesus.”” From the 
beginning of Jesus’ life to the close men were 
looking for Him. Those men, coming with this 
earnest request, no doubt, were looking for 
reality. 


St. Luke 2:21-39. The chief value of this para- 
graph is the remarkable way in which it places 
the Child of Mary and the Son of God in rela- 
tion to the old economy. Throughout this story 
the goings of God are revealed. He moves for- 
ward in spite of all opposition. All history bears 
witness to the truth, “Our God is marching on.” 
The coming into the world of this Child of 
Mary and Son of God stands related to every- 
thing in the past. His coming was the dawn of 
a new day. 


St. Matthew 2:9-14. Emerson once said, “Sup- 
pose the stars came out only once in a thousand 
years. How the people would talk about them 
and tell their children and their children’s chil- 
dren of that wonderful night when the sky was 
full of stars.”’ Well, the people have been do- 
ing this telling of a wonderful night long ago, 
when a star with a glory beyond that ever seen 
before or since traveled across the sky like a 
queen in full regalia on her coronation day. 


St. John 8:12. One night, amid the silence of 
the Judean hills, a Child was born. Wise men 
came from the ancient East into that land, say- 
ing, ‘““Where is He that is born King of the 
Jews? For we have seen His star in the East, 
and are come to worship Him.” Thus, at the 
very beginning, and thence onward, men had 
no better way of describing Jesus than by say- 
ing: “And the light shineth in darkness, and 
the darkness comprehended it not.” 


St. Luke 2:1-14. The Christmas story is the 
sweetest story ever told. It is a sweet story be- 
cause it is a story of love. Love stories are 
always sweet. It is a sweet story because it 
tells of a love that knows no bounds. In the 
measure in which love establishes for itself 
limits beyond which it refuses to go, in that 
measure love ceases to be love. 


St. Matthew 2:1-6. Once again we are within 
the soft candlelight of the Birthday of Christ. 
A birthday is always a great day, and Christ- 
mas is king of all birthdays. The entire Chris- 
tian world annually goes back to Bethlehem to 
gaze upon the Child in the manger and join in 
the angelic song: 

“Glory to God in the highest, 

And on earth peace, good will toward men.” 


Isaiah 9:6-7. His name is “Wonderful.” Among 
these mighty names given to Him in prophecy 
the imagination lingers on the first. ““Wonder- 
full’? Undoubtedly it was His mother’s first 
name for Him. Every young mother whispers 
“wonderful” in the ear of her first-born, and 
Mary would be no exception. The wonder of 
His Person and work still brings us to our 
knees before Him in adoration. 


eS eee ee 
THE DAY AFTER CHRISTMAS 
Luke 2:15-20 
By THE REV. F. LESLIE CONRAD, JR., Hickory, N. C. 


@ PROGRAM 

Prelude 

Hymn: “Joy To The World” (19 PSH) 

Opening Versicles (Page 16 PSH) 

Gloria Patri 

Scripture: Luke 2:15-20 

Sentence Prayers 

Hymn: “Joy Fills Our Inmost Hearts Today” 
(26 PSH) 

Topic 

Offering 

“Good Christian Men, Rejoice” (384 

Closing Versicles (Page 16 PSH) 

Lord’s Prayer 

Luther League Benediction 


@ THE TOPIC 

“The day after... .” tells you in three 
words that something has already hap- 
pened. Enough has been said to leave 


you with the feeling of “Jet-down-ism.” 
“The day after... . is never as thrill- 
filled as the “day before,” and, especially, 
the day itself. Have you ever noticed how 
the press “plays up” events before they 
happen and while they are in progress? 
But, after the event is over, the event 
does well to rate even a one-column head- 
ing. The press grabs for a matter while 
it is still hot! It has cooled off the “day 
after.” And, most Americans have pat- 
terned their philosophy of events after 
the philosophy of the press. And, much 
sadder to report, the same philosophy has 
slipped through the back door of the 
church, even down to the “Young People’s 
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Group of the Luther League!” 


Be Good "Afters" 

In a certain large city there is a famous 
children’s hospital. Through the years 
many crippled children have been 
brought to that institution for treatment. 
In most cases, the children who were 
carried in, walked out! Some years ago 
that hospital published a booklet, with 
pictures in it, telling of the work that 
was being done. As each of the crippled 
children was brought to the hospital for 
treatment, a picture was taken of his 
crooked, weak legs. Then, when the child 
was ready to be dismissed, another pic- 
ture was taken. And, what a difference 
in the pictures! These pictures were en- 
titled “Before” and “After.” 

There was a fine young Christian busi- 
nessman who took a great deal of inter- 
est in the work of the hospital. Often- 
times, he was present when the children 
were having their “dismissal pictures” 
made. His advice to the hospital person- 
nel was always the same: “Be sure you 
get “Afters.’” That was excellent advice! 
It was the aim of that institution! It de- 
scribed the goal that was ever before its 
personnel. 

You and I are “patients” of another 
great institution, which also aims at 
“Good Afters.” That institution is the 
Church. But, how good are your “afters?” 
Today we find ourselves assembled on 
the “day after.” Christmas Day is over! 
This is the “calm after the storm.” 
Strangely enough, it falls on Sunday. 
How was Church School attendance this 
morning Were the pews as well-filled at 
the morning worship service as they were 
for the Christmas service? It is one thing 
to turn out for the Christmas service; it 
is quite another thing to be a “good 
after.” 


Christmas Is Not A Celebration 

If Christmas is only a celebration, then 
we need not expect much of a “good 
after” crop! But, Christmas is definitely 
an experience! If it has not been an ex- 
perience, then we have missed the real 
meaning of this glorious day! Christmas 
was certainly more than a celebration for 
the shepherds! It was an experience—a 
very rich one. Only experiences move 
men to go forward. As George Adam 
Smith puts it: “God’s causes are never 
destroyed by being blown up, but by 
being sat upon.” A celebration can be 
sat upon, but never an experience! St. 
Luke tells us that “After having seen the 
Christ Child, the shepherds made known 
abroad” their experience. “After having 
seen ....” the shepherds went to work, 
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not to sleep, not even to the hillsides to 
resume activity as sheep watchers. As the 
result of their experience they became 
the first self-appointed, .Spirit-directed, 
human publicity agents for the world’s 
greatest event—the birth of our Saviour. 
We must proudly say of these shepherds 
that they were “good afters.” Their “after 
spirit” was more than a mere “afterglow” 
It was an “afterbeam.” 


Before, During, and After 

There are three ways to look at a given 
event: 

a) Before 
b) During 
c) After 

Let’s consider the youngster who has 
not reached his teens. Before Christmas 
he’s in a happy stew! He finds sleeping 
difficult, especially, “the night before 
Christmas.” Christmas Day arrives and 
he is hardly able to restrain himself. But, 
what about the “day after” Christmas? 
That’s a different story! He has acquired 
that well-known “let down” feeling. This 
is to be expected of children. But, not the 
“Young People” of the Church. We 
should be able to exclaim with St. Paul: 
“When I was a child, I spake as a child, 
I understood as a child, I thought as a 
child: but when I became a man, I put 
away childish things!” Now, I must be a 
“good after!” Now is the time for all 
good young people to come to their 
“after” senses! 

There is a remarkable verse (1:12) in 
the book of Zephaniah which reads: 
“And it shall come to pass at that time, 
that I will search Jerusalem with candles 
and punish the men that are settled on 
their lees.” The last four words, “settled 
on their lees,” form a proverbial expres- 
sion meaning sloth, indifference, irre- 
sponsibility. There is always the temp- 
tation for Christians to “settle on their 
lees” after some great church festival. 
Could this be the outward result of what 
is going on inside of us? St. Paul rightly 
advised young Timothy to be at it “in 
season and out of season.” That includes 
the “day after,” the “Sunday after,” even 
the “month after.” Agreement was 
reached long ago that Christmas and 
Easter are the two great festivals of the 
Church year. Since the folks of the 
twentieth century are so forgetful, maybe 
it wouldn’t be such a bad idea to have a 
Christmas and an Easter hymn at each 
Sunday morning service during the year. 
That way the parishioner in the pew 
would have a minimum of fifty-two re- 
minders of Christ’s birth and resurrec- 
tion. For, if these two events are as great 


as we say they are, and as meaningful as 
the Scriptures claim them to be, such 
hymn-reminders each Sunday would not 
be too often! 


The "Day After" Offers Opportunities 

In spite of the fact that the “day after” 
is generally not as thrill-packed as the 
day before or the day itself, nevertheless, 
it gives you splendid opportunities which 
the day before and the day itself do not 
afford! 

F irstly, it gives you the opportunity to 
see what you missed! In all your excite- 
ment, you may have left out the most 
important matter. During the pre-Christ- 
mas season we sang: “O how shall I re- 
ceive Thee, how greet Thee, Lord, 
aright?” The “day after” Christmas is a 
good time to inquire: “O how did I re- 
ceive Thee, and, did I greet Thee, Lord, 
aright?” 

Secondly, it gives you the opportunity 
to see how many mistakes you might 
have made. Do we learn by our mistakes? 
If so, then the “day after” is a very good 
time to learn! In recent years, all major 
college and university football teams have 
arranged for moving pictures to be taken 
of each game in order that the blockers, 
and tacklers, and ball-handlers, after see- 
ing themselves plus their mistakes on the 
screen, will be less likely to repeat them 
in the next game. 

Thirdly, it gives you the opportunity 
to make plans for observing the next 
Christmas as your Saviour would like to 
have you observe it! More “afterthought” 
is what we need. It is said that the white 
man acts and then talks about what he 
has done and his heart is sad. The Indian, 
on the other hand, thinks, then talks a 
little, thinks some more, talks awhile, 
then thinks a long, long time. After that 
he acts, and his heart is glad! The Indian 
has something the white man needs! If 
the white man had it, he would have 
more real “experiences” and fewer “cele- 
brations.” He would have less misses and 
mistakes. He would be just as happy and 
thrilled the “day after,” as the “day be- 
fore!” 


@ QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION 


1. Did you make any mistakes this Christ- 
mas? 

2. Were you more interested in receiving 
gifts than receiving Christ? 

3. Do you agree that “Christmas is not a 
Celebration?” 

4, Should your minister include Christmas 
and Easter (and Pentecost) hymns at intervals 
during the Church Year? 


® THE BIBLE SPEAKS TO US 

Acts 13:22, 23. “A man after mine own heart.” 
St. Paul is reviewing God’s estimation of King 
David. God was “for” David because David 
was “for” Him! The term “after” in this pas- 
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sage means “in conformity with the nature of 
God.” Jesus was a descendant of this line of 
“good afters,” 


“After the Spirit” or: “after the 
flesh?” Here, “after”? means ‘in behalf of.” 
Folks who live “in behalf of” the flesh serve 
mammon. Those who live “in behalf of” the 
Spirit serve God. Jesus said that genuine serv- 
ice to both was impossible. It has to be one or 
the other! Just as you cannot walk on two 
sides of the street at the same time, neither can 
you live for two gods, 


Romans 8:5. 


If John 6, “‘This is love, that we walk after His 
commandments.” St. John urges his readers to 
follow the leads of the Leader. Those leads are 
God’s commandments. If God is love, then even 
His commandments are filled with that love. 


Hebrews 5:6. “After the order of Melchizedek.” 
The writer of the Hebrews couldn’t get Mel- 
chizedek off his mind. He contends that Jesus 
was “an high priest after the order of Melchi- 
zedek”” more than half a dozen times. Melchi- 
zedek was a kingly priest and a priestly king— 
the best in the Old Testament. Jesus had simi- 
lar characteristics—the best in the New Testa- 
ment, in fact, the -best ever! 


I Kings 19:9-18. “‘After the fire, a still small 
voice.” The Lord moves in mysterious ways. He 
could have spoken to Elijah following the 
strong wind, or the earthquake, but, he pre- 
ferred waiting until after the fire. He chose to 
be different. His method suggests quietness and 
calmness and solitude. Find these and you wiil 
most likely find God, and in finding God you 
will find yourself! 


Romans 14:19. “Follow after the things which 
make for peace.” Too often, like Simon Peter, 
we follow peace “‘afar off.” Could it be that we 
have not heard the Lord’s “Follow Me?” The 
Psalmist said: “My soul followeth hard after 
Thee.” Be like the Psalmist! Be a “hard after 
follower.” 


John 1:15. “He that cometh after me is pre- 
ferred before me.” John the Baptist was made 
of splendid stuff! He knew how to pass out 
credit where credit was due. He could honor a 
man when he knew that it would mean less 
honor for himself. Jesus was certainly correct 
when he called John the Baptist the “‘greatest 
man born of woman.” 
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News Notes 
(Continued from Page 19) 


Miriam Horton, E. W. Ridenhour, Jr., 
Gilmer Boggs, Bernice Ritchie and Ber- 
nard Troutman. 

The budget as adopted for 1948-49 in- 
cludes the following items: 


Apportionment $1,800.00 
Current Expense 800.00 
ED MIERISE cee e ere: 400.00 
Southern Seminary Library Fund .... 400.00 
National Missionary Objective ........ 900.00 


Messiah Church, Salisbury . 1,500.00 
Ota: Geen ner asceeoeen net ate! $5,800.00 

The treasurer reported total receipts of 
$18,864.86 for the year, with the follow- 
ing “unbudgeted” special gifts: Lutheran 
Children’s Home of the South, Salem, 
Va., $1,738.03; Youth Sunday Offerings, 
$1,560.20; Special Gifts’ Fund, $272.10; 
Miscellaneous Gifts, $1,202.15. 

At the recommendation of State Presi- 
dent Evelyn Troutman, the convention 
voted $500.00 to Blackwelder Chapel, 
Kannapolis, and $500.00 to the Clara 
Sullivan Fund, which supports Miss 
Pauline Kao for the present school term 
at Lenoir Rhyne College. 

The St. Andrew’s Luther League of 
Concord was recognized as the outstand- 
ing local League in the Synod during 
1947-48, and received a beautiful Luther 
League plaque. 

On Saturday afternoon of the conven- 
tion, Dr. Voigt R. Cromer, president of 
synod, dedicated ten new crosses on the 
N. C. Luther League Life Service Flag, 
honoring former North Carolina Luther 
Leaguers who had entered full-time 
Christian service during the past year. 
The N. C. Luther League Life Service 
Flag now holds 144 crosses for Leaguers 
who became ministers; 10 crosses for 
Leaguers now serving as missionaries; and 
7 crosses for Leaguers who are deacon- 
esses. 

On Saturday night Pastor Schenck 
delivered his second address, entitled: 
“Jesus Christ is Lord in our Work and in 
our Lives.” 

On Sunday morning the newly elected 
officers and the newly appointed secre- 
taries were installed. Those secretaries 
are: Elizabeth Cooper, missionary; Helen 
Ramsey, life service; Elizabeth Huddle, 
education; Ida Mae Norris, student; 
Juanita Yoder, intermediate; Jackie Mee- 
kins, efficiency standard; the Reverend 
R. Harold Terry, publicity; the Reverend 
Bernard Trexler, Summer School; and 
Bernice Ritchie, editor of “Edmilise.” 

The final session of the convention was 
addressed by the Reverend Chitose Kishi 
of Kyoto, Japan, president of the Lu- 
theran Church of Japan. 


A Gift at Christmas 


By Clarence Neun 


Christmas is the birthday of our 
Saviour. Unfortunately, it is becoming 
more and more commercialized as a time 
for gift-giving. When we think of gifts, 
we should not think of the most expen- 
sive and handsome gift we can purchase, 
but the one that shows sincere thought 
in selection, because that is the gift that 
will be most appreciated, regardless of 
its cost. 

The Bible teaches us, “It is more 
blessed to give than to receive,” and 

“Give and it shall be given unto you.” 
Surely if we put Christ first in our Christ- 
mas thoughts, we will think of Christian 
stewardship. The SPECIAL GIFTS 
FUND of the Luther League of America 
provides a quiet, appropriate means for 
an individual to honor a friend he has 
made through Church contacts. A spe- 
cial certificate is then forwarded by the 
Luther League of America to the one so 
honored. 

It is also appropriate for local Leagues 
to give a gift to the Luther League of 
America at this particular time of the 
year, and each League thus contributing 
will receive a certificate in acknowledg- 
ment of its Gift. In either of these in- 
stances, the amount of the gift may be 
$5.00 or more. Many Leagues give the 
SPECIAL GIFTS FUND a special place 
on the Christmas program of their League. 

Make this a cheerful Christmas, not 
only for someone else, but especially for 
yourself. When you make a Gift to the 
Luther League of America, you may be 
sure of giving an appropriate and ap- 
preciated gift and materially aiding in 
the advancement of the youth program 
of the United Lutheran Church in 
America. 


SPECIAL GIFTS FUND 


July-August-September, 1948 


CANADA 
Gadshill Luther League 
Heidelberg Luther League 
Hesson Road Luther League 


FLORIDA 
St. Paul’s Luther League 
Tampa 


GEORGIA-ALABAMA 
Kate Ruth Bean 
Messiah Luther League 
Atlanta, Georgia 


(Continued on Page 80) 
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Special Gifts Fund 


(Continued from Page 29) 


MINISTERIUM OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Shell’s Luther League 


Shellsville 

Trinity Luther League 
Lebanon 

Zion Luther League 
Lancaster 

Salem Luther League 
Lebanon 

Zion Luther League 
Jonestown 

Zion Luther League 
Leacock 


Grace Sunday School Association 
Lancaster 
Dorothy Jane Mumma 


NEBRASKA 
Tekamah 


NORTH CAROLINA 
St. John’s Luther League 
Concord 
Center Grove Luther League 
Kannapolis 
Beck’s Luther League 
Lexington 
Union Luther League 
Salisbury 
Bethlehem Luther League 
Hickory 
St. Paul’s Luther League 
Salisbury 
Daniel’s Luther League 
Lincolnton 
St. Mark’s Luther League 
Mooresville 
First Church Luther League 


Greensboro 

St. Mark’s Luther League 
China Grove 

Kimball Memorial Luther League 
Kannapolis 

St. Matthew’s Luther League 
Salisbury 

First Church Luther League 
Albemarle 

Mt. Hebron Luther League 
Hildebran 

Trinity Luther League 
Concord 

New Bethel Luther League 
Gold Hill 

Lutheran Chapel Luther League 
China Grove 

Holy Comforter Luther League 
Belmont 

St. Paul’s Luther League 
Newton 

Emmanuel Luther League 
High Point 

Mt. Olive Luther League 
Gold Hill 

Philadelphia Luther League 
Granite Falls 

St. Stephen’s Luther League 
Gold Hill = 

St. Matthew’s Luther League 
Kings Mountain 

Macedonian Luther League 
Burlington 

Holy Trinity Luther League 
Charlotte 

Blackwelder Chapel Luther League 
Kannapolis 

St. Martin’s Luther League 
Albemarle 

Messiah Luther League 
Salisbury 

Frieden’s Luther League 
Gibsonville 


St. Stephen’s Luther League 
Hickory 

Holy Trinity Luther League 
Troutman 

Emmanuel Luther League 
Lincolnton 

Ebenezer Luther League 
China Grove 

Haven Luther League 
Salisbury 


SOUTH CAROLINA 
St. Paul’s Luther League 
Columbia 


Memorials 


EDWARD O’KRAFKA 
Memorialized by 
St. James’ Luther League 
Elmira, Ontario, Canada 


RONALD BARCLAY 
Memorialized by 
Zion Senior Luther League 
Stratford, Ontario, Canada 


SENA JOHNSON 
Memorialized by 
Grace Luther League 
Peoria, Illinois 


SGT. ARIEL R. HOFFMAN 
Memorialized by 
Holy Communion Luther League 
Dallas, North Carolina 


THE REV. CHARLES G. HEFFNER 
Memorialized by 
St. John’s Luther League 
Mohnton, Pennsylvania 


FINANCIAL REPORT—JANUARY 1-SEPTEMBER 30, 1948 


Apportionment China-Skeldon Project Special Gifts 
Quota 1948 Paid Quota 1947-1948 Paid Fund 1948 
$ 320.00 $ 820.00 (9) $ 435.00 $ 485.00(6) $ 
880.00 483.84 1,290.00 589.76 238.00 
Columbia District 102.00 75.00 135.00 36.97 
Connecticut _..... 285.00 103.50 135.00 160.85 (7) 
Eloridaye-s 113.00 113.00 (7) 165.00 165.00 (5) 20.00 
Georgia-Alabam: 225.00 155.57 375.00 183.59 30.00 
Illinois 718.00 520.03 945.00 1,055.80 (1) 5.00 
Indiana 350.00 190.00 570.00 584.53 (2) 
Bawa: fox 400.00 300.00 825.00 431.25 
Kansas on 272.00 150.00 390.00 173.51 
Kentucky-Tennessee 233.00 174.75 845.00 295.85 
Maryland 885.00 488.35 1,350.00 796.58 27.00 
Michigan .. 200.00 227.00 (2) 480.00 446.44 
Midwest 492.00 492.00 (5) 630.00 433.58 
Minnesota 410.00 179.50 600.00 525.32 
Mississippi ... 835.00 35.00 (4) 75.00 41.25 
Montana 65.00 60.00 
Nebraska fete cee 340.00 334.67 375.00 406.87 (3) 830.00 
New Jersey 545.00 471.21 780.00 713.15 
New York ...... 1,020.00 884.72 1,575.00 1,052.45 40.00 
North Carolina 1,697.00 1,697.00 (1) 3,000.00 2,076.03 277.10 
Nova Scotia ..... 90.00 35.50 115.00 
Ohio .. Hecyeeeeetces 1,020.00 575.75 2,100.00 1,183.91 
Pacific Northwest ........ 67.00 33.50 135.00 1.40 
Central Pennsylvania ... 1,700.00 1,700.00 (3) 1,500.00 1,767.90 (4) 5.00 
Penna. Ministerium .... 3,075.00 590.15 4,200.00 1,605.84 68.50 
Pittsbargh? 50a 1,020.00 330.00 1,560.00 615.40 10.00 
Rocky Mountain . 98.00 70.50 120.00 72.00 
South Carolina . 975.00 975.00 (8) 1,350.00 1,018.44 5.00 
Texas 253.00 115.92 360.00 344.61 $2.75 
Virginia 685.00 685.00 (6) 1,035.00 215.42 
Western Canada 138.00 120.00 76.86 
West Virginia ... 145.00 145.00 (10) 225.00 183.74 
Wisconsin ...... 850.00 70.00 540.00 235.00 
150.00 
$12,221.46 $ $18,074.30 $788.35 


Thirty 


Faith in Youth Offering 
Cong. *47 L.L. Cong. *48 L.L. 
$ 511.95 $ 51.76 $ 62.39 $ 21.54 
88.78 483.66 15.00 6.70 
15.00 10.00 
84.03 56.20 21.47 6.31 
133.15 85.60 14.50 4.15 
49.59 204.68 63.01 13.35 
134.63 90.50 42.67 13.09 
140.11 33.10 82.69 18.00 
141.17 81.36 25.96 8.40 
83.00 62.80 35.00 7.23 
269.24 144.50 157.31 
120.79 37.40 45.55 15.43 
56.00 183.65 22.00 35.35 
202.94 33.20 
5.00 
106.00 90.67 111.34 18.48 
67.10 45.00 41.50 
766.46 196.08 222.68 36.80 
896.04 939.09 171.14 231.35 
40.57 10.30 
1,104.53 263.29 204.29 15.30 
10.00 5.00 
659.23 212.35 292.52 140.75 
863.37 462.49 239.17 168.38 
311.02 533.36 55.01 26.00 
35.00 46.33 22.00 13.00 
330.65 241.76 207.29 99.06 
15.85 156.07 23.00 
243.61 264.53 114.18 64,91 
65.15 49.25 10.00 
161.68 33.76 15.85 29.47 
288.00 87.54 6.30 4.35 
$7,994.64 $5,140.28 $2,319.32 $1,056.90 
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Three Diaries Talk 


(Continued from Page 8) 


dump. I hope I convinced her. 

Mike: Our operetta went over pretty good. The audi- 
torium was packed. Dad got to sit through the whole 
thing for a change. I was the king and got three curtain 
calls. Marilyn and Johnnie had the cast over at their 
house afterwards for hot-dogs, ice cream, and cake. Some 


of them danced, but my feet get too tangled up for that. 


Johnnie and I played ping-pong. 


June 6 
Exame: Bruce and Linda graduated today. With mingled 
feelings I watched them ascend the stairs to receive their 
diploma. My heart beat furiously—another peak conquered 
in their climb up life’s rocky pathway. As they came back, 
they were as if on some far mountain top seeing things 
not in our power to see—great things that they would ac- 
complish—and they will, too. 
Bruce: Linda and her father were over the supper so we 
could celebrate together. I gave her a string of pearls and 
she gave me a billfold—prosaic vessels of our esteem and 
affection. Next year, Carthage together. 
Mike: Linda is real nice. She sang my favorite cowboy 
songs for me which is something Sis won’t do. Sis goes 
screeching out of the room every time I play the recording 
of “You Are My Sunshine.” Butch and Pete were up for 
supper, too. We’re building a ship model in Peter’s garage. 
It’s almost done. 

June 15 
Exaine: Mother had a bad spell last night, and Daddy 
says she has to rest up for the next year. That auto- 
matically answers Jerry’s plea that I join him at Ames 
next year. I’m needed here at home. I can carry a lighter 
schedule at “J. C.” next year and still do most of the cook- 
ing and housework. I’ve a job this summer, too, that won’t 
interfere. Since Bruce talked me out of that other offer, 
I accepted a job as playground supervisor at the neighbor- 
hood school. 
Bruce: We had special family prayers for Mother today, 
who is very ill. I have decided to wait until she is better 
before joining the boys. I can meet them later in Kansas. 
Meanwhile, I'll be working in the shoe store. 
Mike: Gosh, is it ever lonesome and quiet around here 
with Mother sick. Everybody tiptoeing around and shush- 
ing me every time I open my mouth. She was glad to see 
the roses I picked for her this morning. This noon, though, 
it was awful. I was only trying to help by doing my 
dishes, when I bumped into the chair and dropped them. 
Elaine shooed me out of the place so fast, I didn’t even get 
my swimming trunks. Butch and I had planned to go out 
to the pool; but we went bowling instead. 


July | 
Exarne: Mother is much better She’s able to be up and 
around again. My goodness, the flowers, gifts, cards and 
calls she’s received. I didn’t know she knew so many people 
It’s wonderful to tell them she’s well again. 
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Bruce: Mother is going to be all right now, thank God. 
I leave the fifth to join the fellows in Nebraska. They've 
got a place for me to work which is just twenty miles from 
them and is good for three weeks. Then we go to Kansas 
for the wheat harvest, there. 

Mixe: I'm working at Smith’s Confectionery again. The 
hours aren’t so good. Elaine doesn’t exactly appreciate 
getting my dinner at 4:00 and then getting Bruce’s at 
5:00, and then getting Mom’s and Dad’s shortly after, 
especially since Mom has to have a special diet yet. 


July 4 
ELAINE: The 4th of ee simple, quiet—certainly 
different from the wonderful, noisy ones of the past. All 
the cousins bicycled out to the park for breakfast this 
morning. I fried pancakes until I was blue in the face. 
Bruce: This afternoon we played baseball in the park— 
about thirty of us—and then had a weenie roast. After- 
wards we enjoyed the pageantry of fireworks shot from a 
raft on the river—spectacular, amazing, exciting, and 
beautiful. Linda and I said good-bye, after riding around 
a bit in the park. I’m going to miss her. 
Mike: I was able to get enough sausage for our breakfast 
this morning since I work at Smith’s. They made me 
carry the eggs out because I had a basket on my bike. I 
did pretty good, only broke one. I made five home runs 
in the game this afternoon. I was sorry Mom had to miss 
the fireworks for she always enjoys them so, so I told her 
all about them this evening. 


The Bibles of 1948 


(Continued from Page 3) 
sian Bible. The Russian Bibles used before the Revolution 
were no longer acceptable because in recent years the 
Russian government has adopted a new form of its alpha- 
bet, and decreed that all books shall use it. 

After five years the Bible Society’s new Russian Bible 
came from the press. This was last September. Less than 
a month later a leading churchman from Russia, Metro- 
politan Gregory of Leningrad and Novogorod, visited this 
country on business for the Patriarch of Moscow. He ac- 
cepted as a gift to the Patriarch 10,000 of the new Russian 
Bibles, 5,000 Russian New Testaments, 100,000 Russian 
Gospels and 1,000 Ancient Greek Testaments for use by 
the students of the twenty theological seminaries which 
had been reopened in Russia. These books were shipped 
by the Russian Trading corporation in this country. Be- 
cause the Metropolitan indicated that more books would 
be acceptable, the Bible Society is planning to send other 
shipments during this year. 

There is a world-wide demand for the Bible at present, 
probably exceeding that of any other juncture in history. 
Among them all there is no Bible which is in greater de- 
mand than the German Bible. There is no Bible which 
holds out greater hope for the conversion of non-Christian 
people than the Japanese Bible, and there is no Bible that 
points the way toward lasting peace among the nations 
more than the Russian Bible. 
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LUTHER LEAGUE 
BOOK-OF-THE-MONTH CLUB 


Selections for December 


For Intermediates 
BUFFALO GOLD 
by Geraldine Wyatt 

Longmans 184 pages $2.25 

15 year-old Anson Gull and his family find a world of new 
experiences as they move west to the plains of central Kansas. 
There are Indians, prairie fires, blizzards, droughts. Anson 
proves himself in the role of hero in all the hardships he faces. 


For Seniors 
SPACE CADET 
by Robert A. Heinlein 

Scribners 242 pages $2.50 

The story takes place in 2075 a.p. Matt, Tex and Oscar are 
members of the Solar Patrol. They have exciting and strange 
experiences and in as scientific a way as a story projected into 
the future can make them. 


For Young People 
CROSSWINDS 
by Martha Cheavens 


Houghton Mifflin 278 pages $2.75 
The setting is in the desert on the Texas-Mexican border. 
There is real conflict between evil of a lost world and the 
Church. James Bronson, a preacher, was really converted here 
in the process of helping others. 
ee 


The Swap Shop 


(Continued from Page 15) 


church and started a Scavenger Hunt. They returned for 
a weiner roast out by a big fire and then they screened a 
movie. (Both a comedy and a cartoon.) At midnight they 
had a candlelight devotional service, a fitting way to begin 
the New Year, we think. Don’t you? 


Have a wonderful time these next few weeks everybody 
—and our best wishes for the New Year. Bye for now. 


P. S. Don’t forget. Early this month is the time to have 
a large inspirational PTL service, climaxing the same by 
passing out pocket testaments as did the Leagues of Roch- 
ester, New York. Give personal Bible reading among your 
Leaguers the biggest boost you can arrange. 


Our Jewish Neighbors 
Celebrate Hanukkah 


(Continued from page 21) 


Children of the martyr race 
Whether free or fettered, 
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Wake the echoes of the songs, 
Where ye may be scattered. 
Yours the message cheering, 
That the time is nearing, 
Which will see 

All men free, 

Tyrants disappearing. 


The stories connected with Hanukkah have long cap- 
tured the imagination of non-Jews as well as Jews. Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, the great American poet, wrote a 
play called Judas Maccabeus, in which the heroism of the 
Maccabees is portrayed. Former Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis, himself a Jew, explained the hold of the 
festival on the imagination of many peoples in a well- 
known speech in which he said, “Hanukkah, the Feast of 
the Maccabees, celebrates a victory—not a military victory 
only, but a victory of the spirit over things material... . 
As part of the eternal world-wide struggle for democracy, 
the struggle of the Maccabees is of eternal world-wide 
interest. It is a struggle in which all Americans, non-Jews 
as well as Jews, should be vitally interested because they 
are vitally affected.” 
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LUTHER LEAGUE REVIEW 


BAR EWLCK COPEEGE 


Oneonta, New York 


The Lutheran Co-Educational College of the Catskills 
Founded 1928. Merged with Hartwick Seminary (1797) in June, 1947 


The College overlooks four converging valleys and the towering 
foothills of the Catskills, affording a view of majestic grandeur. 
Four- year curricula leading to the Bachelor 
comprising liberal arts, 
business administration, nursing, pre- 


Programs offered: 
of Arts and Bachelor of Science degrees, 


teacher training (secondary), 
theological and parish work. 
Pre-professional curricula in law, 
technicianship and secretarial work. 
12-week Summer Session begins June 12, 1948. First semester 1948- 
1949 begins September 20, 1948. For literature, address: 


President Henry J. Arnold, Ph.D., LL.D. 


medicine, dentistry, medical 


NEWBERRY COLLEGE 


“KA Good College for Young Men and Women” 


Owned and controlled by the South Caro- 
lina, Georgia-Alabama and Florida Synods 


Academically Accredited Educationally Efficient 
Spiritually Sound 


For catalogue write: JAMES C. KINARD, President 


NEWBERRY, SOUTH CAROLINA 


A Century of Faith 
Devoted to Education 


as brought to Wittenberg a nationwide recognition 
as a strong liberal arts college. True to its Christian 
heritage, Wittenberg develops the well-rounded stu- 
dent—intellectually, spiritually, physically, and 
socially. 


Write for the Catalog and View Book 


WITTENBERG COLLEGE 


Founded in 1845 Springfield, Ohio 


WATERLOO COLLEGE 
Established 1924 
A University College 
In Affiliation with the University of Western Ontario 
Co-Educational courses leading to the B.A. Degree 
Four-Year Honor Courses in Classics, English, French, German, 
History. Also Business Administration (first 2 years) 
Three-Year General Courses 
Choice may be made from a wide range of subjects in the Humani- 
ties and Social Sciences. The offerings in Biological and Physical 
Science are being increased. Unusual opportunities exist for Fine 
Art and Music. 
Basic Training for Professions 
Business and Industry, Law, Library Work, 
Social Service, Teaching, and Theology. 
Men's and Women's Residences on the Campus. 
Moderate Tuition Fees and Cost of Living 
For information apply to: H. T. Lehmann, B.A. Th.D., 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 


President. 


Gettysburg College 


FOUNDED 1832 
Oldest Lutheran College in America 


Gettysburg College possesses an able Faculty made up 
of Christian men who are vitally concerned with 
the building of character as the fundamental 
thing in modern education. 
Located in the midst of the world-famous Battlefield of Gettysburg 


For Catalogue and Book of Views, Address: 
HENRY W. A. HANSON, D.D., LL.D., 


President 


SUSQUEHANNA UNIVERSITY 


(Co-educational) 
G. Morris Smith, A.M., D.D., 


Selinsgrove, Pa. 
President 
An Accredited College Stressing 
Quality in the Heart of Pennsylvania 
A Growing Faculty of Superior Qualifications 
Trained at America's Outstanding Graduate Schools 
High Moral Tone Spiritual Values Emphasized 


A.B., B.S., and Mus.B. Degrees 
An Accredited Conservatory of Music 
For Catalogue write Russell Galt, Ph.D., Dean 


Key, College 


Founded 1842 Co-Educational 


SALEM, VIRGINIA 
Four-year accredited college of the Lutheran Synod of 
Virginia. 
A.B. and B.S. degrees in the liberal arts and sciences. 


Pre-professional offerings in the major fields. Business 
Administration. 
New admissions in February, June, and September. 


President 


CHAS. J. SMITH, D.D., 


LL.D., 


THIEL COLLEGE 


GREENVILLE, PA. 


A Christian College of 
Liberal Arts and Sciences 


Co-educational Fully Accreditea 


For information write to 
Dean Herbert G. Gebert President William F. Zimmerman 


An Institution of the Pittsburgh Synod 


WAGNER COLLEGE 


A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
And pr 
Ministry, Teaching, Law, Medicine, 


Business Administration, Chemistry, Si 
Complete Nursing Course leading to R.N. 
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Miss Marguerite Hess, M.A. 
Director of Admissions 


STATEN ISLAND 1, NEW YORK CITY 
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MIDLAND COLLEGE 


FREMONT NEBRASKA 


ORDER EARLY! 


BOOK MARKS fer christns 


An 
Inexpensive 


Illustration Actual Size 


Price, 35c each or Three for a $1.00 


Designs May Be Assorted 


Illustration shows book-clip to match 
and the method of attaching to book. 
Fine grade of silk cord is used for con- 
necting the book-mark and clip. The 
book-mark is hammered by hand on 
edges. : 


Two kinds of metal, solid copper and 
nickle silver are available. Both are 
beautiful. Choice can be indicated, 
but we will ship the book-mark that 
is available should the supply of one 
metal be exhausted at time the order 
is received. 


TWO STYLES 
as follows: 


SLOPING CROSS 
Book Mark Number 100 


ar 


STRAIGHT CROSS 
Book Mark Number 105 


li 


IHS Blind Stamped on 
Either Style 


ap 


Attractively Packed in Special 
Folder with Envelopes 
for Presentation 


T 


Orders Filled At Once 


ar 


Order Early to Avoid 
Disappointment 


Remittance in Full Must Accompany Orders 
For Sale By 


THE LUTHER PRESS 


Everything in Luther League Supplies 


429-437 HERR STREET HARRISBURG, PENNSYLVANIA 


